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Today we are using the Wednesday Choral Mass book –  

if you are following the livestream, you will find a copy  
to download or follow on the website.  

The choral music for this service has had to be altered from the published list 

following new guidance permitting a maximum of three singers for services. 

 

Setting: Missa Davidica—Monsignor Lorenzo Perosi 1872–1956  
 

Gloria in excelsis: see the Mass book for translation of the Latin text 
 

First Lesson: Malachi 3: 1-5 
 

Gradual:  
the Choir sing the seasonal antiphon Alma Redemptoris Mater: 

Mother of Christ! Hear thou thy people's cry,  
Star of the deep, and portal of the sky! 

Mother of him who thee from nothing made,  
Sinking we strive and call to thee for aid; 

O, by that joy which Gabriel brought to thee,  
Thou Virgin first and last, let us thy mercy see. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

The refrain is sung first by the Cantor and then by the Choir: 
 

 
 
 
 
This verse is sung by the Cantor: 

The true light which enlightens everyone  

was coming into the world. 

and the refrain is then repeated by the Choir 
 

Gospel: S Luke 2: 22-40 

 

Offertory Hymn: NEH 157 (verses 1-3, 5) 

Hail to the Lord who comes, 
Comes to his temple gate! 
Not with his angel host, 

Not in his kingly state; 
No shouts proclaim him nigh, 
No crowds his coming wait; 

But borne upon the throne 
Of Mary’s gentle breast, 

Watched by her duteous love, 

In her fond arms at rest, 
Thus to his Father’s house 

He comes, the heavenly Guest.  



There Joseph at her side 
In reverent wonder stands; 

And, filled with holy joy, 
Old Simeon in his hands 

Takes up the promised Child, 
The Glory of all lands. 

O Light of all the earth, 
Thy children wait for thee! 

Come to thy temples here, 
That we, from sin set free, 

Before thy Father’s face 
May all presented be! 

 

Sanctus, Benedictus qui venit, and Agnus Dei:  
see the Mass book for translation of the Latin texts 
 

Anthem during Communion:  

Diffusa est gratia in labiis tuis: propterea benedixit te Deus 
in aeternum et in saeculum saeculi. Alleluia. 

Full of grace are thy lips, because God hath blessed thee for ever, 
and unto the ages of ages. Alleluya. 

Psalm 45: 3; Offertory for the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Luigi Bottazzo 1845-1924 
 

The Solemn Blessing of Candlemas:  

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, fill you with radiance  
and scatter the darkness from your path.           Amen. 

Christ, the Sun of Righteousness,  

gladden your eyes and warm your heart.           Amen. 

Christ, the Dayspring from on high,  
draw near to guide your feet into the way of peace.         Amen. 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and  
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.      Amen. 
 

Please remain standing as the Choir sing Nunc dimittis  

Antiphon: 

 
 
The Song of Simeon: Luke 2: 29–32        Plainchant 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy 
word. For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast 
prepared before the face of all people, to be a light to lighten the 
Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

The Antiphon is repeated by the Choir 
 

Organ music: Fugue sur l’antienne Lumen ad revelationem 
 – Alexandre Guilmant 1837-1911 



FORTHCOMING SERVICES & NOTICES 

Church opening and service times 

In line with current guidance, the church will remain open for public 
worship and private prayer during the current period of lockdown, 

continuing to maintain God’s physical presence in the City of 
London. With regret it has been decided from to close the 

church on Fridays, although we will continue to open from 
10.00 am to 3.00pm from Monday to Thursday. We continue to 
maintain the existing pattern of three lunchtime services per week: 

Choral Mass with sermon on Wednesdays at 1.10 pm, and said 
Masses on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1.10 pm. All services can 

be attended either in church or via livestream on our 
YouTube channel (accessible from the home page of the church 
website). We would particularly discourage people from attending 

church in person if they are travelling a distance, using public 
transport, or feel vulnerable in any way. 

Tomorrow, Thursday 4 February: Mass at 1.10 pm  

Next Tuesday, 9 February: Mass at 1.10 pm  

Next Wednesday, 10 February: Choral Mass at 1.10 pm  

Messe d’Escalquens Langlais; Verbum caro factum est Schütz;  

Fugue in G minor, BWV 578 Bach 

The choral music for this service has had to be altered from the published list 

following new guidance permitting a maximum of three singers for services. 

Next Thursday, 11 February: Mass at 1.10 pm  

 

ADVANCE NOTICE 

ASH WEDNESDAY - 17 FEBRUARY 

Choral Mass and Imposition of Ashes at 1.10 pm  
(in church and livestreamed) 

Mass XVIII Plainchant; Propers for Ash Wednesday 

There will also be two short services of Imposition of Ashes  
at 8.10 am and 5.10 pm, and Fr David will be available for ashing 

outside service times on request. 
 

Can you help us financially?  

Our regular income continues to take rather a hit during the ongoing 
lockdown period, with the loss of regular and special service 

collections and alms box donations, as well as other normal income 

streams including Hall and Court hire. If you are in a position to give 
any financial support at this time by donation or via your online 
shopping, you will find ways to do this on the church website.  

Thank you for your support of St Botolph’s. 


