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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
Please stand when the bell rings 
 
The Rector, Fr David Armstrong, welcomes the congregation and 
introduces the service. 
 
Hymn 263 (verses 1, 4, 7) 

All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing 

Alleluya, alleluya! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam: 

O praise him, O praise him, 
Alleluya, Alleluya, Alleluya! 

Dear mother earth, who day by day 
Unfoldest blessings on our way, 

O praise him, Alleluya! 
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 

Let them his glory also show: 

O praise him, O praise him, 
Alleluya, Alleluya, Alleluya! 

Let all things their Creator bless 
And worship him in humbleness, 

O praise him, Alleluya! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 

And praise the Spirit, Three in One: 
O praise him, O praise him, 
Alleluya, Alleluya, Alleluya! 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI, TR. WILLIAM DRAPER  

LASST UNS ERFREUEN, RALPH VAUGHAN WILLIAMS 

 
Please remain standing 
 
Priest  Let us pray. 

 Heavenly Father, good creator of all that is good: we gather 
to give you thanks today for the wonders of your creation, 
and especially for the goodness you show us through these 

your creatures consigned to our care. Hear our prayer that 
we may always be attentive and responsible carers, and 
worthy dispensers of the care you show for us all. 



 Most high, omnipotent Lord, grant your people grace to 

renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following 
the way of blessed Francis, we may, for love of you, delight 
in your whole creation with perfectness of joy.  

 O God, you have made us and all living things. We thank 
you for giving us these pets who bring us joy. As you take 
care of us, so we ask your help that we might take care of 
those who trust us to look after them. By doing this,  
we share in your own love for all creation. 

All  Amen. 

 
Please sit. The Choir sing the Canticle Benedicite, opera omnia 

O all ye Works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord:  
    praise him, and magnify him for ever.  
    [The refrain ‘bless ye the Lord: praise him, and magnify him for    

    ever’ is repeated after each petition unless otherwise indicated] 

O ye Angels of the Lord, 
O ye Heavens,  
O ye Waters that be above the firmament,  
O all ye Powers of the Lord,  

O ye Sun and Moon,  
O ye Stars of heaven,  
O ye Showers and Dew,  
O ye Winds of God,  
O ye Fire and Heat,  
O ye Winter and Summer,  
O ye Dews and Frosts,  
O ye Frost and Cold,  
O ye Ice and Snow,  
O ye Nights and Days,  
O ye Light and Darkness,  
O ye Lightnings and Clouds,  
O let the Earth bless the Lord:  
    yea, let it praise him, and magnify him for ever. 
O ye Mountains and Hills,  
O all ye Green Things upon the earth,  
O ye Wells,  
O ye Seas and Floods,  
O ye Whales, and all that move in the waters,  

O all ye Fowls of the air,  
O all ye Beasts and Cattle,  
O ye Children of Men, 



O let Israel bless the Lord: praise him, and magnify him for ever. 

O ye Priests of the Lord,  
O ye Servants of the Lord,  
O ye Spirits and Souls of the Righteous,  
O ye holy and humble Men of heart,  
O Ananias, Azarias, and Misael,  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
    world without end. Amen. 

 SETTING IN B FLAT, HERBERT SUMSION 

 

Please stand 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 6: 25-33 
 

Reader A reading from the Gospel according to St Matthew. 
 

[Jesus said to his disciples] ‘Therefore, I tell you, do not 
worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at 

the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not of more value than they? And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do 
you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, 
even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 
these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 
alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he 
not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore, do 

not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we 
drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who 
strive for all these things; and indeed, your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well.’ 

 

Reader This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please sit 
  



The Blessing of Each Animal 

Please come forward individually with your animal companion  
so that you both may receive God’s blessing. 

Priest  May you be blessed in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. May you enjoy life together and 
find joy with the God who created you. 

 
During the Blessing the Choir sing 

Sicut cervus desiderat ad fontes aquarum: 
Ita desiderat anima mea ad te Deus. 

Like as the hart desireth the water-brooks: 
So longeth my soul after thee, O God. 

PSALM 42: 1                                    GIOVANNI PIERLUIGI DA PALESTRINA 

 
The Blessing Prayer 

Priest  Let us pray 

Heavenly Father, good creator, we have asked today for 
your blessing upon these creatures whom we love. As you 
created them in your abundant goodness for our comfort 

and companionship, we ask you to keep them healthy and 
happy. Make us careful tenders of your creation, being 
always aware of these creatures’ needs that they may find 
joy in us as we do in them. Through our care of these 
creatures may we become more able to care for our 
brothers and sisters, and work for the common good. 

All  Amen. 
 
Please stand 

 
Hymn 264 (omitting verse 3) 

We are now once again able to take up collections during services.  

If you are a UK taxpayer please complete the Gift Aid envelope 

provided. We are also able to accept contactless payments –  

if you prefer to donate by this method please use the device on the 

table at the back of church. 

All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all. 

  



Each little flower that opens, 

Each little bird that sings, 
He made their glowing colours, 

He made their tiny wings. 

The cold wind in the winter, 
The pleasant summer sun, 

The ripe fruits in the garden— 
He made them every one; 

The tall trees in the greenwood, 
The meadows for our play, 

The rushes by the water, 
To gather every day— 

He gave us eyes to see them, 
And lips that we might tell 
How great is God Almighty, 

Who has made all things well. 

CECIL FRANCES ALEXANDER ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL, W H MONK 

 
Please sit or kneel 
 

Prayers 

including the Prayer of St Francis: 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there  
is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon;  
where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;  
where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. 
O God, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled  
as to console; to be understood as to understand;  
to be loved as to love; for it is in giving that we receive;  

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying 
that we are born to eternal life.  

All Amen. 
 

and concluding with the Lord’s Prayer said by all 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  



Please remain sitting. The Choir sing 

Ox and ass at Bethlehem 
On a night, ye know of them: 
We were only creatures small 
Hid by shadows on the wall. 

We were swallow, moth and mouse; 
The Child was born in our house, 
And the bright eyes of us three 

Peeped at His Nativity. 

Hands of peace upon that place 

Hushed our beings for a space 
Quiet feet and folded wing, 
Nor a sound of anything. 

With a moving star we crept 
Closer when the Baby slept: 

Men who guarded where He lay 
Moved to frighten us away. 

 

But the Babe, awakened, laid 
Love on things that were afraid, 

With so sweet a gesture He 
Called us to His company. 

 

BRUCE BLUNT      PETER WARLOCK, ARR. GEOFFREY RUSSELL-SMITH 

Please stand 
 
Final Blessing 
 
Priest May God give to you and to all those whom you love his 

comfort and his peace, his light and his joy, in this world 
and the next; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 
you always. 

All  Amen. 
 
Priest  Go in peace and love. 
All Amen. 
 
 

Please join us for refreshments following the service 
 

 



 

Fr David and Freddie  

the church dog look forward 
to welcoming you again  

next year: 

 
Friday 7 October 2022 

at 12.10 pm 

 
St Botolph-without-Bishopsgate 

Welcome and opening hours 

This is your church – it has stood here for many centuries at the 
gate of the City as a sanctuary for wayfarers, and we pray you have 

found a sense of the peace and love of God here.  

It is open every weekday as a place of peace and quiet prayer – 
currently from 10.00 am to 3.00 pm (we hope to expand the 

opening hours soon, and when we do the website will be updated.) 

If you would like to see a priest, please ring 020 7588 3388  
or ask at the office at the back of the church. 

Our weekly services 

Our current weekly service pattern is:  

Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1.10 (Said Mass) 

Wednesdays at 1.10 (Choral Mass 
with music from the Choir and a short sermon)  

All services can be attended either in church or via livestream on our 
YouTube channel (accessible from the home page of the website). 

The Good Coffee Kiosk is now open! 

You can now buy your hot drinks from the Bishopsgate entrance of 
the church and support St Botolph’s and other good causes.  

Our barista José looks forward to welcoming you from Monday to 

Friday 7.00 am to 2.00 pm. 

See our website www.botolph.org.uk for all the latest news  
and to sign up for our monthly newsletter 

http://www.botolph.org.uk/

