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Today we are using the Wednesday Choral Mass book –  

if you are following the livestream, you will find a copy  
to download or follow on the website. 

 

 

Setting of the Mass:  
Missa brevis—Giovanni Francesco Anerio c.1567-1630 

 

Processional Hymn: NEH 188 (verses 1-3; second tune) 

Ye who own the faith of Jesus, 
Sing the wonders that were done 

When the love of God the Father 
O’er our sin the victory won, 

When he made the Virgin Mary 
Mother of his only Son. 

Hail Mary, hail Mary,  
hail Mary, full of grace. 

Blessèd were the chosen people 
Out of whom the Lord did come; 

Blessèd was the land of promise 
Fashioned for his earthly home; 
But more blessèd far the mother, 
She who bare him in her womb. 

Hail Mary, hail Mary,  
hail Mary, full of grace. 

Wherefore let all faithful people 
Tell the honour of her name; 

Let the Church, in her foreshadowed, 
Part in her thanksgiving claim; 

What Christ’s mother sang in gladness 
Let Christ’s people sing the same.  

Hail Mary, hail Mary, hail Mary, full of grace. 
 

Gloria in excelsis: see the Mass book for translation of the Latin text 
 

First Lesson: Micah 5: 2-4 
 

Gradual: the Choir will sing verses of the Marian hymn Ave Maris Stella: 

Before the Gospel reading: 

Ave maris stella 
Dei mater alma 

Atque semper virgo, 
Felix cæli porta. 

Hail, O Star that pointest 
Towards the port of heaven, 

Thou to whom as maiden 
God for Son was given. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

The refrain is sung first by the Cantor and then by all: 
 

 



This verse is sung by the Cantor: 

As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you;  
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 

and the refrain is then repeated by all 
 
Gospel: S Matthew 1: 18-23 

After the Gospel reading the Choir sing: 

Sumens illud Ave 
Gabrielis ore 

Funda nos in pace, 
Mutans Hevæ nomen. 

When the salutation 
Gabriel had spoken, 

Peace was shed upon us, 
Eva’s bonds were broken. 

 

Intercessions will conclude with ‘Hail Mary’ said by all: 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of 

God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 

Offertory Hymn: NEH 185 

 

At this time a collection would normally be taken up – this is not possible 
during services at present, but if you would like to consider making a donation 

towards Christ’s work in this place please see the back page of this booklet  

for ways to do so safely after the service. 
 

Sing we of the blessèd Mother 
Who received the angel’s word, 
And obedient to his summons 
Bore in love the infant Lord; 
Sing we of the joys of Mary 

At whose breast that child was fed 

Who is Son of God eternal 
And the everlasting Bread. 

Sing we, too, of Mary’s sorrows, 
Of the sword that pierced her through, 

When beneath the cross of Jesus 
She his weight of suffering knew, 
Looked upon her Son and Saviour 
Reigning high on Calvary’s tree, 

Saw the price of man’s redemption 
Paid to set the sinner free. 

Sing again the joys of Mary  
When she saw the risen Lord, 

And in prayer with Christ’s apostles,  
Waited on his promised word: 
From on high the blazing glory  
Of the Spirit’s presence came, 

Heavenly breath of God's own being,  
Manifest through wind and flame. 

Sing the chiefest joy of Mary 
When on earth her work was done, 

And the Lord of all creation 
Brought her to his heavenly home: 

Virgin Mother, Mary blessèd, 
Raised on high and crowned with grace, 

May your Son, the world’s redeemer, 
Grant us all to see his face. 

And put your armour on, 
Strong in the strength which God supplies 

Through his eternal Son; 

And in his mighty power: 
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts  

Is more than conqueror. 

 

Sanctus, Benedictus qui venit, and Agnus Dei:  
see the Mass book for translation of the Latin texts 
 



Anthem during Communion: 

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum: benedicta tu in mulieribus,  
et benedictus fructus ventris tui Jesus. Sancta Maria, ora pro nobis. Amen. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, pray for us. Amen. 

 Jacques Arcadelt c. 1505-68, arr. Pierre-Louis Dietsch 1808-65 

 

Closing Hymn: NEH 161 (verses 1, 2, 3, 6; tune 385 St Botolph) 

For Mary, Mother of the Lord  
God’s holy name be praised, 

Who first the Son of God adored  

As on her child she gazed. 

The angel Gabriel brought the word  
She should Christ’s mother be; 

Our Lady, handmaid of the Lord,  
Made answer willingly. 

The heavenly call she thus obeyed,  
And so God’s will was done; 

The second Eve love’s answer made  

Which our redemption won. 

Hail, Mary, you are full of grace,  
Above all women blest; 

Blest in your Son, whom your embrace  
In birth and death confessed. 

 

Organ music: Ave maris stella – Jacques-Denis Thomelin c. 1635-93 
 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES & NOTICES 

Church opening and service times 

In line with current guidance, the church will remain open for public worship and 
private prayer, continuing to maintain God’s physical presence in the City of London. 

We continue to open the church from 10.00 am to 3.00pm from Monday to Friday. 
We maintain the existing pattern of three lunchtime services per week: Choral Mass 

with sermon on Wednesdays at 1.10 pm, and said Masses on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays at 1.10 pm. All services can be attended either in church or via livestream 
on our YouTube channel (accessible from the home page of the church website). We 

would particularly discourage people from attending church in person if they are 
travelling a distance, using public transport, or feel vulnerable in any way. 

Tomorrow, Thursday 9 September: Mass at 1.10 pm  

Next Tuesday, 14 September: Mass at 1.10 pm 

Next Wednesday, 15 September: Choral Mass of Holy Cross Day at 1.10 pm  

Orgelsolomesse, K 259 Mozart; O Crux benedicta Guerrero;  

Toccata in F, BuxWV 157 Buxtehude 

Next Thursday, 16 September: Mass at 1.10 pm 

Can you help us financially?  

• Cash donations may be placed in the alms boxes, or handed to a member of 
staff at any time. If you are a UK taxpayer please complete a Gift Aid envelope 

so we can claim back a further 25% from HMRC. 

• Card/contactless donations can be made at any time via the device  

on the table at the back of church, and can be Gift Aided. 

• PayPal/credit card donations can be made via the link on our website,  
and can be Gift Aided. 


