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Welcome to St Botolph’s for this service of Lessons and Carols 

marking the beginning of the season of Advent. 

We welcome as guest organist and choir director Mr Benjamin Newlove, 
Assistant Organist at the Royal Church of St Alfege, Greenwich. 

 

 
Our theme for this Advent is ‘The Gift’. We will be associating the 
theme of ‘The Gift’ with the theme, in Christian tradition, allotted to 
each week of Advent: the Patriarchs, the Prophets, John the Baptist, 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary. In this order we will be thinking of the Gift 

of Heritage, the Gift of Prophecy, the Gift of Humility, and the Gift of 
Obedience. When considering each of these, it is important that we 
realise that a gift is not necessarily a gift if it is not recognised as such 
from the one who receives. As such, it is important that we learn to 
acknowledge God’s gifts to us and see God’s gifts in others. 

With God’s love and blessing, Fr David 
 

St Botolph’s Advent and Christmas Charities 

Alms given and collections taken during Advent and at Carol Services 
are divided between our chosen charities, which once again this year 
reflect two issues particularly highlighted by the Covid-19 pandemic, 

homelessness and mental health. 

You will find more information about our appeal for Veterans Aid  
and MIND on the inside back cover of this order of service,  

and on posters round the church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please give as generously as you are able at this time:  

• Cash donations may be placed in the alms boxes, or handed to a member 

of staff at any time. If you are a UK taxpayer please complete a Gift Aid 
envelope so we can claim back a further 25% from HMRC. 

• Card/contactless donations can be made at any time 

via the device on the table at the back of church, and 
can be Gift Aided. 

• Credit card donations can be made via the link on our 

website or by using this dedicated QR code, and can 
be Gift Aided. 



Please stand at the ringing of the bell 
 

HYMN: NEH 3 (second tune) 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us, 
Let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth thou art: 
Dear desire of every nation,  
Joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, 
Born a child, and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us for ever, 

Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit, 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all-sufficient merit 

Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
Please remain standing. The Priest welcomes the Congregation,  
and the first Advent Candle is lit with this prayer: 

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors: to you be 
praise and glory for ever. You called the patriarchs to live by the light 
of faith and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment.  

May we be obedient to your call and be ready and watchful to receive 
your Christ, a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for you are our 
light and our salvation. 

All: Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Please remain standing 
 
BIDDING  

In the name of God, who has delivered us from the dominion of 
darkness and made a place for us in the kingdom of his beloved Son, 
we welcome you: grace to you and peace. 

As we meet to celebrate anew the coming of God’s kingdom, we hear 
revealed the mystery of God’s loving purpose for us – how that when 
we were far off, he met us in his Son and brought us home; how he 
humbled himself to take our human nature, that we might share his 
divine glory. 

Let us then so celebrate this coming with our carols and hymns of 
praise, that our lives may be charged with his life; that we may bear 
witness to his glory and so bring light to those who sit in darkness.  
So first we pray for those among whom the Christ was born: the poor 
and helpless, the aged and young children; the cold, the hungry and 
the homeless; the victims of poverty, injustice and oppression, the sick 
and those who mourn, the lonely and the unloved; those in despair or 
in the shadow of death. 



Then, as we hear again the message of peace on earth and goodwill 
among all his people, we pray for the leaders of the nations, that all 

may be inspired to work together for the establishment of justice, 
freedom and peace the world over. And that we may bear true witness 
to this hope in a divided world, we pray for the peace and unity of 
Christ’s Body, the Church universal, that the whole earth may live to 
praise his name. 

Finally, as we rejoice with the saints in heaven and on earth, we 
remember all who have gone before us with the sign of faith, whose 
hope was in the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord, through 
whom we offer up our prayers for the coming of his kingdom, in the 

words he himself has taught us, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name;  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

And may the Lord when he comes find us watching and waiting,  

now and at all times. 

All: Amen. 
 
Please sit 
 
THE ADVENT PROSE: NEH 501 Rorate caeli desuper 
 
Cantor           All 

 

The verses are sung by Cantors, and the antiphon is repeated by all: 

Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever:  
thy holy cities are a wilderness, Sion is a wilderness,  

Jerusalem a desolation: our holy and our beautiful house,  
where our fathers praised thee. Antiphon 

We have sinnèd, and are as an unclean thing, and we all do fade  

as a leaf: and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away;  
thou hast hid thy face from us: and hast consumèd us,  

because of our iniquities. Antiphon 



 

Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant  

whom I have chosen; that ye may know me and believe me:  
I, even I, am the Lord, and beside me there is no Saviour:  

and there is none that can deliver out of my hand. Antiphon 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, my salvation shall not tarry:  
I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions:  

Fear not, for I will save thee: For I am the Lord thy God,  
the Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer. Antiphon 

 
 

FIRST LESSON: St Paul explains Christ’s gift of grace to sinful mortals 

Commendat autem 

God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. By one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned: For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed 
when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s 
transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. But not as the 

offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many 
be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is 
by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. For if by one 
man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive 
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by 
one, Jesus Christ. Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteous-ness of one 
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 
 

 
CHOIR: CAROL 

Adam lay y-bounden, 
Bounden in a bond; 

Four thousand winter 
Thought he not too long. 

And all was for an apple, 
An apple that he took, 

As clerkes finden 
Written in their book. 

Ne had the apple taken been, 
The apple taken been, 
Ne had never Our Lady 
A-been heavene queen. 

Blessed be the time 
That apple taken was, 

Therefore we moun singen, 
Deo gratias! 

Anon, 15th century      Boris Ord 1897-1961  

 



SECOND LESSON: The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown 

Et egredietur virga de radice Jesse 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots: and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; and shall make him of 
quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. With righteousness shall he 
judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth. The 
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little 
child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young 

ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And 
the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child 
shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not hurt nor destroy 
in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 
 
 
HYMN: SP 64 

Hills of the north, rejoice; 

River and mountain-spring, 
Hark to the advent voice; 
Valley and lowland, sing: 

Though absent long, your Lord is nigh; 
He judgment brings and victory. 

Isles of the southern seas, 
Deep in your coral caves 

Pent be each warring breeze, 
Lulled be your restless waves: 

He comes to reign with boundless sway, 

And makes your wastes his great highway. 

Lands of the east, awake, 
Soon shall your sons be free; 

The sleep of ages break, 
And rise to liberty. 

On your far hills, long cold and grey, 
Has dawned the everlasting day. 

Shores of the utmost west, 
Ye that have waited long, 

Unvisited, unblest, 
Break forth to swelling song; 

High raise the note, that Jesus died, 
Yet lives and reigns, the Crucified. 



Shout as ye journey home; 
Songs be in every mouth; 

Lo, from the North we come, 
From East, and West, and South. 
City of God, the bond are free, 

We come to live and reign in thee! 

C E Oakley 1832-65           Little Cornard, Martin Shaw 1875-1958 

 
 
THIRD LESSON: The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary 

In mense autem sexto 

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city 
of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 
And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.  

And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her 
mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto 
her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, 
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call 

his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 
Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end.  

Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a 
man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: 
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called 
the Son of God. And, behold, thy cousin Elizabeth, she hath also 

conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, 
who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible.  

And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me 
according to thy word. And the angel departed from her. 
 
 

CHOIR: MOTET 

Dixit Maria ad angelum: Ecce ancilla Domini, 
fiat mihi secundum verbum tuum. 

Mary said to the Angel: Behold the handmaid of the Lord;  
be it unto me according to thy word. 

S Luke 1: 38                                                              Hans Leo Hassler 1564-1612 



Please stand 
 

HYMN: NEH 161 verses 1-3, 6 (tune 385)  

For Mary, Mother of the Lord, 
God’s holy name be praised, 

Who first the Son of God adored 
As on her child she gazed. 

The angel Gabriel brought the word 
She should Christ’s mother be ; 
Our Lady, handmaid of the Lord, 

Made answer willingly. 

The heavenly call she thus obeyed, 
And so God’s will was done ; 

The second Eve love’s answer made 
Which our redemption won. 

Hail, Mary, you are full of grace, 
Above all women blest; 

Blest in your Son, whom your embrace 
In birth and death confessed. 

J R Peacey 1896-1971   .  St Botolph Gordon Slater 1896-1979 

 
Please sit 
 
 
FOURTH LESSON: St Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus   

Christi autem generatio sic erat 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother 
Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was 

found with child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a 
just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded 
to put her away privily. But while he thought on these things, behold, 
the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, 
thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth 
a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people 
from their sins. Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be 

with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 
 
 
CHOIR: MOTET 

Ecce virgo concipiet et pariet filium,  
et vocabitur nomen eius Emmanuel, alleluia. 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  
and shall call his name Immanuel, God with us, alleluya. 

Isaiah 7:14; Communion antiphon, Fourth Sunday in Advent  
Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck 1562-1621 

 
 



FIFTH LESSON: Christ foretells the advent of the Kingdom of God 

Et erunt signa 

And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; 
and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the 
waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory. And when these things begin to come 
to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption 
draweth nigh.  

And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees; 

when they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that 
summer is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these things 
come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. Verily I 
say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. 
Heaven and earth shall pass away; but my words shall not pass away. 
 
PRAYERS AND BLESSING 

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; give new courage to thy people, who 
trust in thy love. By thy coming, raise us to share in the joy of thy 

kingdom on earth as in heaven, where thou livest and reignest with the 
Father and the Spirit, one God for ever and ever.        Amen. 

The Collect for the First Sunday in Advent 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of 
darkness, and put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this 
mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 
Majesty, to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 

Spirit, now and ever.        Amen. 
 
Please stand 
 
The Solemn Blessing 

May God the Father, who so loved the world that he sent his only Son, 
give you grace to prepare for eternal life. Amen. 

May God the Son, who comes to us as Redeemer and Judge,  
reveal to you the path from darkness to light. Amen. 

May God the Holy Ghost, by whose working the Virgin Mary conceived 
the Christ, help you to bear the fruits of holiness. Amen. 

And may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the + Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 



Please remain standing 
 

 

During the singing of the final hymn a collection will be taken up for our 
Advent and Christmas charities (see the back page of this order of service 

for more information). Please give generously, and if you are a UK 

taxpayer please complete a Gift Aid envelope so the charities may benefit 
from an additional 25% on top of your donation. 

Contactless and card payments may also be made - there is a contactless 

device on the table at the back of church, or a QR code on the back page 
of this order of service. Donations may also be made via the website. 

 

 

HYMN: NEH 9 
Lo! he comes, with clouds descending, 

Once for favoured sinners slain; 
Thousand thousand saints attending 

Swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluya! 

God appears, on earth to reign. 

Every eye shall now behold him 
Robed in dreadful majesty; 

Those who set at nought and sold him, 
Pierced and nailed him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing 
Shall the true Messiah see. 

Those dear tokens of his passion 
Still his dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultation 

To his ransomed worshippers: 
With what rapture 

Gaze we on those glorious scars! 

Yea, Amen! let all adore thee, 
High on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory: 
Claim the kingdom for thine own: 

O come quickly! 
Alleluya! Come, Lord, come! 

Charles Wesley 1707-88 Helmsley, Wesley's Select Hymns 1765 

 

ORGAN MUSIC:  
Chorale Prelude ‘Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme’, BWV 645 

—Johann Sebastian Bach  

Please remain standing as the priest and choir depart 



St Botolph’s Advent & Christmas Charities 

Alms given and collections taken during Advent and at  
Carol Services are divided between our chosen charities, which 
once again this year reflect two issues particularly highlighted  
by the Covid-19 pandemic: homelessness and mental health. 

 

Veterans Aid’s vision of a society in which all veterans can live with 
dignity and independence is only achievable because donors and 

supporters make it possible. Recently that vision became a reality 
for one ex-serviceman who came to them 10 years ago, after a 

period of begging on the streets nearly broke him. He never forgot 

what the Veterans Aid team had done for him and wrote to express 
his thanks – and to share pictures of his wedding. They showed a 

proud man, glowing with happiness, reunited with his family, on 
the threshold of a new life. The charity has been fully operational through the 

pandemic to make sure there were more stories like this. 

£100 saves one veteran from a first night on the street. Here’s how: 

• £35 pays for a Veterans Aid Ops Team member to get a homeless veteran  
to a place of safety. 

• £40 buys a night’s clean, safe accommodation and keeps them off the street. 

• £15 pays for emergency medical and hygiene needs. 
• £10 buys a hot meal and drink for the first night. 
 

The Government, the NHS and mental wellbeing 
charities agree that the Covid-19 pandemic has 

brought on a mental health emergency the effects of 

which are likely to be felt for a long time. 2021 has 
been another year of anxiety and uncertainty for all 

of us – but those already living with mental health problems have faced extra 
challenges, and more people will need help as the situation continues. MIND 

provides advice and support to empower anyone experiencing a mental health 

problem, as well as campaigning to improve services, raise awareness and 
promote understanding. 

A donation of £20 could run the charity’s online peer support community 

‘Side by Side’ for an hour, helping people connect with others and feel less alone. £40 
could help its Infoline answer calls, providing someone with vital support and 

information. 

 
Please give as generously as you are able at this time:  

• Cash donations may be placed in the alms boxes, or handed to a member 

of staff at any time. If you are a UK taxpayer please complete a Gift Aid 

envelope so we can claim back a further 25% from HMRC. 

• Card/contactless donations can be made at any time 

via the device on the table at the back of church, and 

can be Gift Aided. 

• Credit card donations can be made via the link on our 

website or by using this dedicated QR code, and can 

be Gift Aided. 

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/
https://www.mind.org.uk/news-campaigns/campaigns/


 

Our Advent theme ‘The Gift’ continues over the next weeks -  

please join us for services on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday  
at 1.10 pm either in church or by following the livestream at 
https://www.youtube.com/c/StBotolphwithoutBishopsgate 

Choral Services for Advent 

WEDNESDAY 8 DECEMBER, 1.10 pm  
Week of the 2nd Sunday of Advent 

The Gift of Prophecy – The Prophets 

CHORAL MASS 
Mass in A minor Cannicciari; Jerusalem surge Balbi;  

Nun komm der heiden Heiland, BWV 661 Bach 

WEDNESDAY 15 DECEMBER, 1.10 pm 

Week of the 3rd Sunday of Advent 

The Gift of Humility – S John the Baptist 
CHORAL REQUIEM  
in memoriam Prebendary David Paton, former Rector of St Botolph’s 

Missa pro defunctis quattuor vocibus Anerio 

WEDNESDAY 22 DECEMBER, 1.10 pm 

Week of the 4th Sunday of Advent 

The Gift of Obedience – Our Lady 
CHORAL MASS 

Mass of the Stable Malcolm Archer; Maria, Mater gratiae Fauré;  
Fuga sopra il Magnificat, BWV 733 Bach 

 

Carols & Christmas Services 

THURSDAY 16 DECEMBER, 1.10 pm 
PARISH CAROL SERVICE 

This year St Botolph’s Choir and the Choir of The Coopers’ Company 
and Coborn School will be joining forces to make joyful music for our 
popular traditional carol service. Everyone is welcome to attend the 
service and to stay for refreshments afterwards, so bring your 
colleagues and friends—and come early to make sure of a seat! 

MONDAY 20 DECEMBER, 5.30 pm 

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT with St Botolph's Choir 
An early evening service of spectacular choral carols from across the 
centuries and traditional carols for all to sing, followed by refreshments. 

FRIDAY 24 DECEMBER, 11.00 am 

FAMILY MASS OF CHRISTMAS AND BLESSING OF THE CRIB 
St Botolph's Choir sing Mozart’s joyful Spatzenmesse and there are 
traditional carols for all to sing. The service is followed by refreshments. 


