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St Botolph’s Advent & Christmas Charities 

Alms given and collections taken during Advent and at  
Carol Services are divided between our chosen charities, which 
once again this year reflect two issues particularly highlighted 
by the Covid-19 pandemic: homelessness and mental health. 

 

Veterans Aid’s vision of a society in which all veterans can live with 
dignity and independence is only achievable because donors and 

supporters make it possible. Recently that vision became a reality 
for one ex-serviceman who came to them 10 years ago, after a 

period of begging on the streets nearly broke him. He never forgot 

what the Veterans Aid team had done for him and wrote to express 
his thanks – and to share pictures of his wedding. They showed a 

proud man, glowing with happiness, reunited with his family, on 
the threshold of a new life. The charity has been fully operational through the 

pandemic to make sure there were more stories like this. 

£100 saves one veteran from a first night on the street. Here’s how: 

• £35 pays for a Veterans Aid Ops Team member to get a homeless veteran  
to a place of safety. 

• £40 buys a night’s clean, safe accommodation and keeps them off the street. 

• £15 pays for emergency medical and hygiene needs. 
• £10 buys a hot meal and drink for the first night. 
 

The Government, the NHS and mental wellbeing 
charities agree that the Covid-19 pandemic has 

brought on a mental health emergency the effects of 

which are likely to be felt for a long time. 2021 has 
been another year of anxiety and uncertainty for all 

of us – but those already living with mental health problems have faced extra 
challenges, and more people will need help as the situation continues. MIND 

provides advice and support to empower anyone experiencing a mental health 

problem, as well as campaigning to improve services, raise awareness and 
promote understanding. 

A donation of £20 could run the charity’s online peer support community 

‘Side by Side’ for an hour, helping people connect with others and feel less alone. £40 
could help its Infoline answer calls, providing someone with vital support and 

information. 

 
Please give as generously as you are able at this time:  

• Cash donations may be placed in the alms boxes, or handed to a member 

of staff at any time. If you are a UK taxpayer please complete a Gift Aid 

envelope so we can claim back a further 25% from HMRC. 

• Card/contactless donations can be made at any time 

via the device on the table at the back of church, and 

can be Gift Aided. 

• Credit card donations can be made via the link on our 

website or by using this dedicated QR code, and can 

be Gift Aided. 

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/
https://www.mind.org.uk/news-campaigns/campaigns/


Today we are using the Wednesday Choral Mass book –  
if you are following the livestream, you will find a copy  

to download or follow on the website.  

In Fr David’s absence at a gathering of the Veterans of the London Rifle 
Brigade, one of St Botolph’s associated regiments, we welcome  
as celebrant Fr Peter McGeary, Vicar of St Mary’s Cable Street. 

 

Setting: Mass in A minor – Pompeo Cannicciari 1670-1744  
 

Opening Hymn: NEH 5 (verses 1-2) Vox clara ecce intonate 

Hark! a herald voice is calling  

‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say; 
‘Cast away the dreams of darkness, 

O ye children of the day! 

Startled at the solemn warning, 
Let the earth-bound soul arise; 

Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 
Shines upon the morning skies. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

The second candle is lit and this prayer is said: 

Priest: Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, just and true:  
to you be praise and glory for ever.  
Of old you spoke by the mouth of your prophets,  
but in our days you speak through your Son,  
whom you have appointed the heir of all things.  
Grant us, your people, to walk in his light,  
that we may be found ready and watching  
when he comes again in glory and judgement;  

for you are our light and our salvation. 
All Blessed be God for ever. 
 

NEH 5 (verses 3-4) 

Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 
Comes with pardon down from heaven; 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
One and all to be forgiven; 

So when next he comes in glory, 
And earth’s final hour draws near, 

May he then as our defender 
On the clouds of heaven appear. 

 

Kyrie eleison: see the Mass book for translation of the Greek text 



First Lesson: Baruch 5 
 

Gradual: Hymn 501 (verse 2)  Rorate caeli desuper (The Advent Prose) 

Cantor           All 

 

This verse is sung by the Cantor: 

We have sinnèd, and are as an unclean thing, and we all do fade  

as a leaf: and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away;  
thou hast hid thy face from us: and hast consumèd us,  

because of our iniquities. 

and the Antiphon is then repeated by all 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

The refrain is sung first by the Cantor and then by all: 
 

 

 
 
 

This verse is sung by the Cantor: 

You will be called the prophet of the Most High;  
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways. 

and the refrain is then repeated by all 
 

Gospel: S Luke 3: 1-6 
 

Offertory Hymn: NEH 12 Jordanis oras praevias 

 

During the singing of this hymn a collection will be taken up for our 
Advent charities, Veterans Aid and MIND (you will find more 

information on the inside front cover of this order of service). If you are 
a UK taxpayer please complete the Gift Aid envelope provided. We are 
also able to accept contactless payments – if you prefer to donate by 
this method please use the device on the table at the back of church. 

 

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Come then and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings from the King of kings. 



Then cleansed be every Christian breast, 
And furnished for so great a guest! 

Yes, let us each our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without thy grace our souls must fade, 
And wither like a flower decayed. 

Stretch forth thine hand to heal our sore, 
And make us rise, to fall no more; 
Once more upon thy people shine. 

And fill the world with light divine. 

All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
Whose advent sets thy people free, 
Whom, with the Father, we adore, 

And Spirit blest, for evermore. 
 

Sanctus, Benedictus qui venit, and Agnus Dei: see Mass book 
 

Anthem during Communion:  

Jerusalem surge, et sta in excelso,  
et vide jucunditatem quae veniet tibi a Deo tuo. 

Arise, O Jerusalem, and stand on high,  
and behold the joy that comes to thee from thy God. 

Baruch 5: 5, 4: 36; Communion chant for the Second Sunday of Advent 
Lodovico Balbi c.1545-1604 

 

Closing Hymn: NEH 500 

Thy kingdom come! on bended knee 

The passing ages pray; 
And faithful souls have yearned to see 

On earth that kingdom’s day. 

But the slow watches of the night 
Not less to God belong; 

And for the everlasting right 
The silent stars are strong. 

And lo, already on the hills 

The flags of dawn appear; 
Gird up your loins, ye prophet souls, 

Proclaim the day is near: 

The day in whose clear shining light 
All wrong shall stand revealed, 

When justice shall be throned in might, 
And every hurt be healed; 

When knowledge, hand in hand with peace, 
Shall walk the earth abroad: 

The day of perfect righteousness, 
The promised day of God. 

 

Organ music: Nun komm der heiden Heiland, BWV 661 
—Johann Sebastian Bach 1685-1750 



FORTHCOMING SERVICES & NOTICES 
 

The Good Coffee Kiosk is now open! 

You can now support St Botolph’s and other good causes  
by buying your hot drinks from the Bishopsgate entrance:  

our barista Jose will give you a warm welcome and a loyalty 
card! Opening hours Monday to Friday 7.00am-2.00 pm. 

 
Church opening and service times 

In line with current guidance, the church remains open for public 
worship and private prayer, continuing to maintain God’s physical 

presence in the City of London. We continue to open the church from 
10.00 am to 3.00pm from Monday to Friday. We maintain the existing 

pattern of three lunchtime services per week: Choral Mass with sermon 
on Wednesdays at 1.10 pm, and said Masses on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays at 1.10 pm [NB not next Thursday 16 December, when the 
lunchtime Mass is replaced by the Parish Carol Service; and on Tuesday 

21 December the Mass will be said at 11.00 am instead of 1.10 pm].  
All services can be attended either in church or via livestream on our 

YouTube channel (accessible from the home page of the church 
website). We would particularly discourage people from attending 

church in person if they are travelling a distance, or feel vulnerable  
in any way. 

Tomorrow, Thursday 9 December: Mass at 1.10pm 
 

Next Tuesday, 14 December: Mass at 1.10 pm 

6.00 pm Solemn Mass of Requiem for Fr David Paton  

(at All Saints Margaret Street – see box on opposite page) 

 
Next Wednesday, 15 December: Choral Requiem at 1.10 pm 

in memoriam Fr David Paton, Rector of St Botolph’s 1997-2006 
(see box on opposite page) 

Missa pro defunctis quattuor vocibus Anerio 
 

Next Thursday, 16 December: Parish Carol Service at 1.10pm 
(replacing the lunchtime Mass) 

This year St Botolph’s Choir and the Choir of The Coopers’ Company 
and Coborn School will be joining forces to make joyful music for our 
popular traditional carol service. Everyone is welcome to attend the 

service and to stay for refreshments afterwards, so bring your 
colleagues and friends—and come early to make sure of a seat! 

You can pre-register at: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/ 
e/parish-carol-service-tickets-222986116477 



 

Memorial services for Fr David Paton 

Prebendary David Paton, Rector of St Botolph's from 
1997-2006, died on 14 December 2019.  

Plans for services to give thanks for his life and his 
long ministry in the Diocese of London were due to 
be held at All Saints Margaret Street, and here at St 
Botolph’s, in March and April 2020, but were 
postponed due to the pandemic.  

The services are now taking place around the second anniversary of his 

death: on Tuesday 14 December there will be a Solemn Requiem 
Mass at 6.00 pm at All Saints Margaret Street (W1W 8JG, nearest Tube 
Oxford Circus), and the following day, Wednesday l5 December, our 
lunchtime service at 1.10 pm will also take the form of a Requiem 
dedicated to his memory. 

May he rest in peace. 
Photo credit: David Lee 

 

More Advent & Christmas Choral Services 
 

WEDNESDAY 22 DECEMBER, 1.10 pm 

Week of the 4th Sunday of Advent 

CHORAL MASS         The Gift of Obedience – Our Lady 
Mass of the Stable Malcolm Archer; Maria, Mater gratiae Fauré;  

Fuga sopra il Magnificat, BWV 733 Bach 
 

MONDAY 20 DECEMBER, 5.30 pm 

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT with St Botolph's Choir 
An early evening service of spectacular choral carols from across the 

centuries and traditional carols for all to sing, followed by refreshments. 
 

FRIDAY 24 DECEMBER, 11.00 am 

FAMILY MASS OF CHRISTMAS AND BLESSING OF THE CRIB 
St Botolph's Choir sing Mozart’s joyful Spatzenmesse and there are 
traditional carols for all to sing. The service is followed by refreshments. 
 

WEDNESDAY 5 JANUARY 2022, 1.10 pm 
CHORAL MASS OF THE EPIPHANY 

Missa brevis Anerio; Magi venient ab oriente Clemens; 

Wie schon leuchtet der Morgernstern Pachelbel 
 

We also welcome local firms, City institutions, national charities 
and choirs for their annual carol services and concerts.  

A full listing of all December events is on the church website. 



Can you help us financially? 

 

Our regular income continues to take rather a hit during the ongoing 
pandemic, with a reduction in our normal income streams including Hall and 

Court hire and, although we are now able to take up collections in services 

again, these and alms box donations remain depressed as there are fewer 
people working in and visiting the City of London. If you are in a position to 

give St Botolph’s any financial support at this time, perhaps you might 

consider giving by standing order or direct debit, or a one-off donation?  
The Administrator can help with any queries (church@botolph.org.uk). 

 

• Cash donations may be placed in the alms boxes, or handed to a member 
of staff at any time. If you are a UK taxpayer please complete a Gift Aid 

envelope so we can claim back a further 25% from HMRC. 

• Card/contactless donations can be made at any time via the device on 

the table at the back of church, and can be Gift Aided. 

• PayPal/credit card donations can be made via the link  

on our website, and can be Gift Aided. 
 
 

Another way of supporting St Botolph’s could be by way of your online 

shopping. The church is registered as a beneficiary charity at Give as you Live, 

Easy Fundraising, and Amazon Smile – these are simple automatic ways for you 
to support us (at no extra cost to you, or to us) when shopping online –  

why not try one of these options as you do your Christmas shopping  

or browse the January sales? Give as you Live and Easy Fundraising cover 
over 4000 shops and other websites – all of the systems are easy to use, and 

have been tried and tested on your behalf by the Administrator!  

 

 

More information from: 

 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com 

 

 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk 
 
 

mailto:church@botolph.org.uk
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/

