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Welcome to St Botolph’s for the Ward Club’s  

traditional annual Carol Service. 
 

Coronavirus safety precautions  

for those attending the service in church 

St Botolph’s church has its unique NHS Test and Trace QR code which is 

prominently displayed within the building. Those entering the church may 

register by scanning the QR code on their phones at the entrance.  

We have made every effort to ensure the church is thoroughly cleaned 

daily, and hand sanitiser is available for all to use at the church entrances. 

Face coverings are once again required by law to be worn by worshippers 

in church (unless exempt for medical reasons), but may be removed in 

order to sing. Those who are leading services, including the priest,  

the musicians and the readers, are exempt from wearing face coverings  

at some points during the service. 

Thank you for your understanding. We continue to pray for all those 

affected by the virus, and for those caring for them. 
 

St Botolph’s Advent and Christmas Charities 

Alms given and collections taken during Advent and at Carol Services are 

divided between our chosen charities, which this year reflect once again 

two issues particularly highlighted by the Covid-19 pandemic, mental 

health and homelessness. You will find more information about our appeal 

for Veterans Aid and MIND on the inside back cover of this service sheet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please give as generously as you are able at this time:  

• Cash donations may be placed in the collection basket. If you 

are a UK taxpayer please complete a Gift Aid envelope so we 

can claim back a further 25% from HMRC. 

• Card/contactless donations can be made at any time via the 

device on the table at the back of church, and can be Gift Aided. 

• Credit card donations can be made via the link on our website 

or by using this dedicated QR code, and can be Gift Aided. 



. 
—ORDER OF SERVICE— 

 

 

Carol—Once in royal David’s city 

(Choir)  

Once in royal David’s City, 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her Baby, 

In a manger for his bed; 

Mary was that Mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little Child. 

(All)  

He came down to earth from heaven, 

Who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, 

And his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly, 

Lived on earth our Saviour Holy. 

 

And our eyes at last shall see him, 

Through his own redeeming love; 

For that Child so dear and gentle 

Is our Lord in heaven above; 

And he leads his children on 

To the place where he is gone. 

 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 

With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see him: but in heaven, 

Set at God’s right hand on high; 

When like stars his children crowned, 

All in white shall wait around. 

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander  

Music: H J Gauntlett, harm. A H Mann, arr, David Willcocks 
 

 

Welcome and Bidding Prayer 

The Revd David Armstrong 

concluding with the Lord’s Prayer said by all: 

Our Father, which art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven.  

Give us each day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive them that trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



Carol—It came upon the midnight clear 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth 

To touch their harps of gold: 

‘Peace on the earth, goodwill to men 

from heaven’s all-gracious King!’ 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

To hear the angels sing. 

Still through the cloven skies they come, 

With peaceful wings unfurled; 

And still their heavenly music floats 

O’er all the weary world; 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

They bend on hovering wing; 

And ever o’er its Babel sounds 

The blessed angels sing. 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 

The world has suffered long: 

Beneath the angel-strain have rolled 

Two thousand years of wrong: 

And man, at war with man, hears not 

The love-song which they bring: 

O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 

And hear the angels sing! 

For lo! the days are hastening on, 

By prophet-bards foretold, 

When, with the ever-circling years, 

Comes round the age of gold: 

When peace shall over all the earth 

Its ancient splendours fling, 

And the whole world send back the song 

Which now the angels sing. 

Words: E H Sears Music: Traditional English tune, adapted Arthur Sullivan 

 

 

1st Reading: Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7 

read by Mike Adams, Committee Member 



Choir—Ave Maria 

Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum: benedicta tu in mulieribus,  

et benedictus fructus ventris tui Jesus. Sancta Maria, mater Dei,  

ora pro nobis peccatoribus nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother  

of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

Words: Prayer based on verses of St Luke's Gospel Music: Tomás Luis de Victoria 

 

 

2nd Reading: St Luke 1: 26-35, 38 

read by Margot Mouat, Hon. Secretary 
 

 

Carol—O little town of Bethlehem 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee to-night. 

O morning stars, together 

Proclaim the holy birth 

And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to men on earth; 

For Christ is born of Mary; 

And, gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

Their watch of wondering love. 

How silently, how silently, 

The wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

The blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him, still 

The dear Christ enters in. 

O holy child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell: 

O come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord Emmanuel. 

Words: Bishop Phillips Brooks 

 Music: trad. English, arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams and Thomas Armstrong 

 

 

3rd Reading: St Luke 2: 1-20 

read by David Lyall, Immediate Past President 



Choir—Tomorrow shall be my dancing day 

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: 

I would my true love did so chance 

To see the legend of my play, 

To call my true love to my dance: 

Sing O my love, O my love, 

This have I done for my true love. 

Then was I born of a virgin pure, 

Of her I took fleshly substance; 

Thus was I knit to man’s nature, 

To call my true love to my dance: 

Sing O my love, O my love, 

This have I done for my true love. 

In a manger laid and wrapped I was, 

So very poor, this was my chance, 

Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass, 

To call my true love to my dance: 

Sing O my love, O my love, 

This have I done for my true love. 

Then afterwards baptised I was, 

The Holy Ghost on me did glance; 

My Father’s voice heard from above 

To call my true love to my dance: 

Sing O my love, O my love, 

This have I done for my true love. 

Words: English traditional carol Music: John Gardner 
 

 

4th Reading: St Matthew 2: 1-12 

read by Debra Moorby, Vice-President 

 
 

Carol—O come, all ye faithful 

O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, 

Born the King of angels: 

O come, let us adore him, 

 Christ the Lord! 

God of God, 

Light of Light, 

Lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

Very God, 

Begotten, not created: 

O come, let us adore him,  

Christ the Lord! 

Lo! star-led chieftains,  

Magi, Christ adoring, 

Offer him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

We to the Christ Child  

bring our hearts’ oblations:  

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

Glory to God 

In the highest: 

O come, let us adore him,  

Christ the Lord! 

Words: Adeste fideles, Latin hymn tr. F Oakeley, W T Brooke et al. 

Music: Anon 18c, arr. David Willcocks 



 

5th Reading: St John 1: 1-14 

read by Richard Price, President 

 

 

Choir—O holy night! 

O holy night! the stars are brightly shining, 

It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth; 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 

Till he appeared, and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

Fall on your knees! O hear the angel-voices! 

O night divine! O night when Christ was born! 

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 

With glowing hearts by his cradle we stand. 

So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 

Here came the wise men from the Orient land. 

The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger, 

In all our trials born to be our friend; 

He knows our need, he guardeth us from danger; 

Behold your King! before the Lowly bend! 

Truly he taught us to love one another; 

His law is love and his Gospel is peace. 

Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, 

And in his Name all oppression shall cease. 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,  

Let all within us praise his holy Name. 

Christ is the Lord, then ever, ever praise we, 

His power and glory evermore proclaim. 

Words: Placide Cappeau, tr. J S Dwight Music: Adolphe Adam, arr. John Rutter 

 

 

Christmas Message 

The Revd David Armstrong 

 

 



 

 

During the singing of the final carol a collection will be taken for  

St Botolph’s Advent & Christmas charities, which this year are MIND  

and Veterans Aid. You will find more information about the charities  

on the inside back cover of this order of service. 

Please give generously, and if you are a UK taxpayer please complete  

the Gift Aid envelope provided so the charities may benefit from an 

additional 25% on top of your donation. 

Card and contactless payments may also be made, and may also be Gift 

Aided - if you prefer to donate by this method please use the device on the 

table at the back of church, or the dedicated QR code on the back page. 

 

 

 

Carol—Hark! the herald angels sing 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled: 

Joyful all ye nations rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies, 

With the angelic host proclaim, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem: 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come 

Offspring of a Virgin’s womb! 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell,  

Jesus, our Emmanuel:  

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings; 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth:  

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 

Words: Charles Wesley et al. Music: Felix Mendelssohn, arr. David Willcocks 
 



 

 

The Blessing 

The Revd David Armstrong 

 

 

Choir—The Boar’s Head Carol 

The boar’s head in hand bear I, 

Bedecked with bays and rosemary; 

And I pray you, my masters, be merry, 

Quot estis in convivio 1: 

Caput apri defero reddens laudes Domino 2. 

The boar's head, as I understand, 

Is the rarest dish in all this land, 

Which thus bedecked with a gay garland, 

Let us servire cantico 3: 

Caput Apri defero reddens laudes Domino. 

Our Steward hath provided this 

In honour of the King of Bliss; 

Which on this day to be served is 

In Reginensi atrio 4. 

Caput apri defero reddens laudes Domino. 

1. Quot estis in convivio  = So many as are at the feast 

2. Caput apri defero reddens laudes Domino = The boar’s head I bring, giving praises to God 

3. Let us servire cantico = Let us serve with a song 

4. In Reginensi atrio = In the Queen’s hall [this version of the carol originates from Queen’s College, Oxford] 

Words and music: English trad. 
 

 

Organ Voluntary 

In dulci jubilo, BWV 729—Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

 

 

The clergy and staff of St Botolph’s wish the members of the 

Bishopsgate Ward Club and their families and friends  

a blessed Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New Year 



 

 

 

 

All are welcome to attend our Advent and Christmas services 

either in church or by following the livestream (accessible via the  

home page of the church website at www.botolph.org.uk).  
 

All these services feature St Botolph’s Choir: 

Monday 20 December at 5.30 pm  

Carols by Candlelight 

Wednesday 22 December at 1.10pm 

Choral Mass of the Advent 

Mass of the Stable Archer; Maria, Mater gratiae Fauré 

Friday 24 December at 11.00 am 

Family Mass of Christmas & Blessing of the Crib 

Spatzenmesse, K220 Mozart and favourite carols 

Wednesday 5 January 2022 at 1.10 pm 

Choral Mass of the Epiphany:  

Missa brevis Anerio; Magi veniunt ab oriente Clemens 

 

 

http://www.botolph.org.uk/


St Botolph’s Advent & Christmas Charities 

Alms given and collections taken during Advent and at Carol Services 

are divided between our chosen charities, which once again this year 

reflect two issues particularly highlighted by the Covid-19 pandemic: 

homelessness and mental health. 
 

Veterans Aid’s vision of a society in which all veterans can live with 

dignity and independence is only achievable because donors and 

supporters make it possible. Recently that vision became a reality for 

one ex-serviceman who came to them 10 years ago, after a period of 

begging on the streets nearly broke him. He never forgot what the 

Veterans Aid team had done for him and wrote to express his thanks – 

and to share pictures of his wedding. They showed a proud man, 

glowing with happiness, reunited with his family, on the threshold of a new life.  

The charity has been fully operational through the pandemic to make sure there were 

more stories like this. 

£100 saves one veteran from a first night on the street. Here’s how: 

• £35 pays for a Veterans Aid Ops Team member to get a homeless veteran to safety. 

• £40 buys a night’s clean, safe accommodation and keeps them off the street. 

• £15 pays for emergency medical and hygiene needs. 

• £10 buys a hot meal and drink for the first night. 
 

The Government, the NHS and mental wellbeing 

charities agree that the Covid-19 pandemic has brought 

on a mental health emergency the effects of which are 

likely to be felt for a long time. 2021 has been another 

year of anxiety and uncertainty for all of us – but those already living with mental 

health problems have faced extra challenges, and more people will need help as the 

situation continues. MIND provides advice and support to empower anyone 

experiencing a mental health problem, as well as campaigning to improve services, 

raise awareness and promote understanding. 

A donation of £20 could run the charity’s online peer support community ‘Side by 

Side’ for an hour, helping people connect with others and feel less alone. £40 could 

help its Infoline answer calls, providing someone with vital support and information. 
 

Please give as generously as you are able at this time:  

• Cash donations may be placed in the collection basket. If you 

are a UK taxpayer please complete a Gift Aid envelope so we 

can claim back a further 25% from HMRC. 

• Card/contactless donations can be made at any time via the 

device on the table at the back of church, and can be Gift Aided. 

• Credit card donations can be made via the link on our website 

or by using this dedicated QR code, and can be Gift Aided.

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/
https://www.mind.org.uk/news-campaigns/campaigns/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bishopsgate Ward Club 
 

Founded in 1790, the Bishopsgate Ward Club was originally a forum for 
the merchants, traders and other interested parties of the Ward to express 
their views to the Aldermen and Common Councilmen, linking them to 
the governance of the City.  

In modern times the Ward Club has become a social organisation, 
promoting community service, good fellowship and interest in the 
traditions and institutions of the City. 

To become a member of the Ward Club is to take the first step to 
becoming a part of the inner circle of City life. It gives an opportunity for a 
greater understanding and appreciation of the fine traditions which are 
still the heart of the City’s activities. 

One of the most active of the City’s 25 Ward Clubs, the Bishopsgate Ward 
Club arranges a varied programme each year, including receptions, 
luncheons and insider tours. Formal functions provide introductions to 
the Rt. Hon. The Lord Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs and Members of the 
Court of Common Council.  

 

 

 
 
 

The President and Committee would like to 
wish Members and their families  

Season’s Greetings 
 


