
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH CAROL 
SERVICE 

 

with St Botolph’s Choir  

Iestyn Evans, Organist & Director of Music 
 

Thursday 16 December 2021  

at 1.10pm 

 
St Botolph-without-Bishopsgate - a place of calm, sanctuary and God’s love in the City 



Coronavirus safety precautions for those attending in church 

Face coverings are once again required by law to be worn in 
church (unless medically exempt), but may be removed to sing.  

St Botolph’s church has its unique NHS Test and Trace QR code which is 

prominently displayed within the building. Those entering the church 
may register by scanning the QR code on their phones at the entrance. 

We have made every effort to ensure the church is thoroughly cleaned 

daily, and hand sanitiser is available at the church entrances. 

Thank you for your understanding. We continue to pray for all those 

affected by the virus, and for those caring for them. 

Welcome to St Botolph’s - whether you are with us 
in church or following the livestream - for our 

Parish Carol Service, which is led by the Rector,  

Fr David Armstrong. This is our biggest annual 
celebration of the year, and allows us to include and 

thank the wider St Botolph’s ‘family’ and charities 

and organisations with which we are linked. 

We are greatly appreciative of our links with the City 

civic, commercial and historic: many local firms come to this carol 

service; groups are here today representing the Ward of Bishopsgate 
and other City organisations, the City Heritage Society; former pupils of 

Central Foundation Schools, founded from this parish; and U3A 

Dagenham. The Chair of Trustees of the Bishopsgate Institute, founded 
from this parish by a former Rector, is reading a lesson. 

We welcome representatives of our linked Livery Companies, particularly 

today the Coopers’ Company. We would normally have the choir from the 
Company’s School assisting with the music-making at this service - they 

had spent a good deal of time rehearsing their contributions, but following 

the recent change in Government guidance they have had to withdraw 
their participation in all outside events, and the music is provided by our 

own choir, and Iestyn Evans, Organist and Director of Music.  

The other readers show other aspects of the work and contacts of a busy 
City church: Pc Ford Keeble represents the City Police at nearby 

Bishopsgate Police Station; Michele Ashton is the Railway Chaplain for 

Liverpool Street Station; and Fr Andrew Williams is our Priest Missioner, 
and Vicar of our partner church St Francis at the Engine Room, Tottenham. 

During the service a collection will be taken for 

our Advent & Christmas Charities, Veterans Aid 
and MIND (more information on back cover). If 

you are a UK taxpayer please complete a Gift Aid 

envelope so that a further 25% may be claimed. If 
you prefer to make a contactless donation please 

use the device on the table at the back of church, 

or the dedicated QR code on the back cover. 



—ORDER OF SERVICE— 

 
The service will proceed unannounced 

—you are invited to sit for the choir items 
and the first four lessons, and stand  
for the final lesson and the carols. 

 

Please stand at the ringing of the bell 

 
CAROL 

Solo Once in royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for his bed. 
Mary was that Mother mild 
Jesus Christ her little Child. 

Choir only  He came down to earth from heaven, 

Who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, 
And his cradle was a stall: 
With the poor and mean and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

All And our eyes at last shall see him, 
Through his own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in heaven above: 

And he leads his children on 
To the place where he is gone. 

 Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him; but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high; 
Where like stars his children crowned 
All in white shall wait around. 

 

Please remain standing 

 
WELCOME  The Revd David Armstrong, Rector 



BIDDING PRAYER concluding with the Lord’s Prayer said by all: 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; But deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

 
CAROL 

All It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold: 
‘Peace on the earth, goodwill to men 
From heaven’s all-gracious King!’ 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 

Still through the cloven skies they come, 
With peaceful wings unfurled; 

And still their heavenly music floats 
O’er all the weary world; 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hovering wing; 
And ever o’er its Babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing. 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
The world has suffered long: 
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled 
Two thousand years of wrong: 
And man, at war with man, hears not 
The love-song which they bring: 
O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 
And hear the angels sing! 

For lo! the days are hastening on, 
By prophet-bards foretold, 
When, with the ever-circling years, 
Comes round the age of gold: 
When peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendours fling, 
And the whole world send back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 



Please sit 
 
 
FIRST LESSON:  
The Angel Gabriel salutes Mary 

read by Nigel Pantling,  
Chair of Trustees, Bishopsgate Institute 
 
 
 

CHOIR: In dulci jubilo 

In dulci jubilo 
Let us our homage shew; 
Our heart's joy reclineth 

In praesepio 
And like a bright star shineth 

Matris in gremio. 
Alpha es et O! 

O Jesu parvule! 
I yearn for thee alway! 

Hear me, I beseech thee, 
O Puer optime! 

My prayer let it reach thee,  
O Princeps gloriae! 
Trahe me post te! 

O Patris caritas, 
O Nati lenitas! 

Deep were we stainèd 
Per nostra crimina; 

But thou hast for us gainèd 
Coelorum gaudia, 

O that we were there! 

Ubi sunt gaudia, where, 
If that they be not there? 
There are angels singing 

Nova cantica, 
And there the bells are ringing 

In Regis curia. 
O that we were there! 

in sweet jubilation 

 

in a manger 
 

in his mother’s lap 

thou art Alpha and Omega 

O tiny Jesus 

 

O best of boys 

 
O prince of glory 

draw me after thee 

O love of the Father 

O gentleness of the Son 

through our sins 

the joys of heaven 

 

where are joys 

 

new songs 

 

in the King’s court 

Old German carol, arr. Robert Lucas de Pearsall 1795-1856 



 

SECOND LESSON:  
St Luke tells of the Birth of Jesus 

read by Michele Ashton,  
Railway Chaplain, Liverpool Street Station 

 
 
CHOIR: For unto us a Child is born 

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his Name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9: 6        Chorus from 'Messiah', George Frideric Handel 1685-1759 

 
THIRD LESSON:  
The shepherds go to the manger 

read by Pc Ford Keeble, City of London Police,  
Bishopsgate Police Station 

 
Please stand 
 
CAROL  

All  In the bleak mid-winter frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter, long ago. 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign: 

In the bleak mid-winter a stable place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty Jesus Christ. 

Enough for him, whom cherubim worship night and day, 
A breastful of milk and a mangerful of hay; 

Enough for Him, whom angels fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel which adore. 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him—give my heart. 



 

Please sit 
 
FOURTH LESSON:  
The Wise Men are led by the star to Jesus 

read by Chris Watkins, Churchwarden, 
St Botolph-without-Bishopsgate 

 
 
CHOIR: The Three Kings 

Three Kings from Persian lands afar 
To Jordan follow the pointing star: 

And this the quest of the travellers three, 
Where the new-born King of the Jews may be. 

Full royal gifts they bear for the King; 
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 
How brightly shines the morning star! 
With grace and truth from heaven afar 

Our Jesse tree now bloweth. 

The star shines out with a steadfast ray; 
The kings to Bethlehem make their way, 
And there in worship they bend the knee, 

As Mary's child in her lap they see; 
Their royal gifts they show to the King; 
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

Of Jacob's stem and David's line, 
For thee, my Bridegroom, King divine, 

My soul with love o'erfloweth. 

Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem 
The Kings are travelling, travel with them! 

The star of mercy, the star of grace, 
Shall lead thy heart to its resting place. 

Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; 
Offer thy heart to the infant King. 

Thy word, Jesu, inly feeds us, 
Rightly leads us, life bestowing. 

Praise, O praise such love o'erflowing. 

Peter Cornelius, tr. H N Bate Peter Cornelius, arr. 



 

During the singing of the next Carol a collection will be taken 
up for St Botolph’s Advent & Christmas Charities, MIND and 
Veterans Aid (more information on back cover). Please give 

generously, and if you are a UK taxpayer please complete the 
Gift Aid envelope provided. 

We are also able to accept contactless payments – if you 
prefer to donate by this method please use the device on the 
table at the back of church or the dedicated QR code on the 

back cover. 
 

 
Please stand 
 
CAROL 

All O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him Born the King of Angels: 
    O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 God of God, Light of Light, 
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
Very God, Begotten, not created:  
    O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps:  
    O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 Lo! star-led chieftains, Magi, Christ adoring, 
Offer him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
We to the Christ Child bring our hearts’ oblations:  
    O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger, 
Fain we embrace thee with awe and love; 
Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly?  
    O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God in the highest:  
    O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 



Please remain standing 

 
FIFTH LESSON:  
St John unfolds the Mystery of the Incarnation 

read by The Revd Andrew Williams,  
Priest Missioner at St Botolph's, and Vicar of  
St Francis at the Engine Room, Tottenham Hale 
 
Please sit 
 

Choir—O holy night! 

O holy night! the stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth; 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 

Till he appeared, and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel-voices! 

O night divine! O night when Christ was born! 

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 
With glowing hearts by his cradle we stand. 
So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 

Here came the wise men from the Orient land. 
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger, 

In all our trials born to be our friend; 
He knows our need, he guardeth us from danger; 

Behold your King! before the Lowly bend! 

Truly he taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and his Gospel is peace. 

Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, 
And in his Name all oppression shall cease. 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,  
Let all within us praise his holy Name. 

Christ is the Lord, then ever, ever praise we, 
His power and glory evermore proclaim. 

Placide Cappeau, tr. J S Dwight Adolphe Adam, arr. John Rutter 

 

Please stand 
 
BLESSING  The Revd David Armstrong 
 



Please remain standing 

 
CAROL  
All Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With the angelic host proclaim, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem: 
 Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come 
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb! 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel: 

 Hark! the herald angels sing 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings; 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth: 
 Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 
 

Please remain standing as the clergy and choir depart 
 
ORGAN MUSIC: In dulci jubilo, BWV 729—Johann Sebastian Bach 

 
 

All are warmly invited to stay for refreshments—

please remain in your places and they will be 

brought to you there. 
 



 

 

A very happy Christmas  

and a blessed New Year to you all  

from the clergy, officers and staff of  

St Botolph-without-Bishopsgate 
 

 
 

JOIN US FOR MORE SERVICES AT ST BOTOLPH’S  

THIS CHRISTMASTIDE 
in church or via livestream 

https://www.youtube.com/c/StBotolphwithoutBishopsgate 
 

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT  
Monday 20 December at 5.30 pm 

with St Botolph’s Choir 
—a short service of joyful carol singing 

 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS MASS AND BLESSING OF THE CRIB 
Friday 24 December at 11.00 am 

with St Botolph’s Choir 
—bring your children and grandchildren 

 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR CLOSURE 

The church will close for the holiday period following the Family 
Christmas Mass and Blessing of the Crib on Christmas Eve,  

and will open again on Tuesday 4 January at 10.00am. Our first 
service of 2022 will be the Said Mass that day at 1.10 pm. 

 

EPIPHANY AT ST BOTOLPH’S 
Wednesday 5 January 2022 at 1.10 pm 

Choral Mass of the Epiphany  
with St Botolph’s Choir 

 
 

The latest information about future services and 
events can always be found on our website at 

www.botolph.org.uk.  
You will also find on the website a link to  
sign up for our monthly newsletter 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/StBotolphwithoutBishopsgate
http://www.botolph.org.uk/


St Botolph’s Advent & Christmas Charities 

Alms given and collections taken during Advent and at Carol 
Services are divided between our chosen charities, which 

again this year reflect two issues particularly highlighted by 
the Covid-19 pandemic: homelessness and mental health. 

 

Veterans Aid’s vision of a society in which all veterans can live 

with dignity and independence is only achievable because 

donors and supporters make it possible. Recently that vision 
became a reality for one ex-serviceman who came to them 10 

years ago, after a period of begging on the streets nearly 
broke him. He never forgot what the Veterans Aid team had 

done for him and wrote to express his thanks – and to share 

pictures of his wedding. They showed a proud man, glowing 
with happiness, reunited with his family, on the threshold of a new life. The 

charity has been fully operational through the pandemic to make sure there 
were more stories like this. 
£100 saves one veteran from a first night on the street. Here’s how: 

• £35 pays for a Veterans Aid Team member to get a homeless veteran to safety. 
• £40 buys a night’s clean, safe accommodation and keeps them off the street. 

• £15 pays for emergency medical and hygiene needs. 
• £10 buys a hot meal and drink for the first night. 
 

The Government, the NHS and mental wellbeing 

charities agree that the Covid-19 pandemic has 
brought on a mental health emergency the 

effects of which are likely to be felt for a long 

time. 2021 has been another year of anxiety and 
uncertainty for all of us – but those already living with mental health 

problems have faced extra challenges, and more people will need help as 
the situation continues. MIND provides advice and support to empower 

anyone experiencing a mental health problem, as well as campaigning to 

improve services, raise awareness and promote understanding. 
A donation of £20 can run the charity’s online peer support community ‘Side by 
Side’ for an hour, helping people connect with others and feel less alone. £40 can 

help its Infoline answer calls, providing callers with vital support and information. 
 

Please give as generously as you are able at this time:  

• Cash donations may be placed in the alms boxes, or 
handed to a member of staff at any time. If you are a 

UK taxpayer please complete a Gift Aid envelope so 

we can claim back a further 25% from HMRC. 

• Card/contactless donations can be made at any 

time via the device on the table at the back of 
church, and can be Gift Aided. 

• Credit card donations can be made via the link on our website  

or by using this dedicated QR code, and can be Gift Aided. 

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/
https://www.mind.org.uk/news-campaigns/campaigns/

