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Welcome to St Botolph’s for the Travelers Carol Service. 

 

Coronavirus safety precautions for those attending the service in church 

St Botolph’s church has its unique NHS Test and Trace QR code which is 

prominently displayed within the building. Those entering the church may 

register by scanning the QR code on their phones at the entrance.  

We have made every effort to ensure the church is thoroughly cleaned daily, 

and hand sanitiser is available for all to use at the church entrances. 

Face coverings are once again required by law to be worn by worshippers in 

church (unless exempt for medical reasons), but may be removed to sing. 

Thank you for your understanding. We continue to pray for all those affected 

by the virus, and for those caring for them. 

 

Order of Service 

 

Please stand at the ringing of the bell 
 

The service will proceed unannounced—you are invited to sit for the lessons, 

address and choir items, and stand for the carols 

 

Carol 

(Solo)  

Once in royal David’s City, 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her Baby, 

In a manger for his bed; 

Mary was that Mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little Child. 

(Choir)  

He came down to earth from heaven, 

Who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, 

And his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly, 

Lived on earth our Saviour Holy. 

(All)  

And our eyes at last shall see him, 

Through his own redeeming love; 

For that child, so dear and gentle, 

Is our Lord in heaven above; 

And he leads his children on 

To the place where he is gone. 

 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 

With the oxen standing by, 

We shall see him: but in heaven, 

Set at God’s right hand on high; 

When like stars his children crowned, 

All in white shall wait around. 

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander  

Music: H J Gauntlett, harm. A H Mann, arr. David Willcocks 
 



Welcome and Bidding Prayer 

The Revd David Armstrong 
 

 

Carol  

O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee to-night. 

O morning stars, together 

Proclaim the holy birth 

And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to men on earth; 

For Christ is born of Mary; 

And, gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

Their watch of wondering love. 

How silently, how silently, 

The wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

The blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him, still 

The dear Christ enters in. 

O holy child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell: 

O come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord Emmanuel. 

Words: Bishop Phillips Brooks  

Music: English traditional melody arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams and Thomas Armstrong 



 

Reading: St Luke 1: 26-38 

The Angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

 

Choir—Gabriel’s Message 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

His wings as drifted snow, his eyes of flame; 

“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, 

Most highly favoured lady,” Gloria! 

“For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 

All generations laud and honour thee, 

Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 

Most highly favoured lady,” Gloria! 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 

“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, 

“My soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name,” 

Most highly favoured lady, Gloria! 

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 

“Most highly favoured lady,” Gloria! 

Words: Traditional Basque carol, ‘Birjina gaztettobat zegoen’, tr. Sabine Baring-Gould 

Music: Traditional Basque, arr. Edgar Pettman 

 

 

Reading: St Luke 2: 1-20 

St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus 

 

 

Carol 

(choir) Silent night, holy night, 

All is calm, all is bright; 

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child, 

Holy Infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 



(all) Silent night, holy night, 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ the Saviour is born! 

Christ the Saviour is born! 

Silent night, holy night, 

Son of God, love’s pure light; 

Radiance beams from thy holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
Words: J Mohr, translated Music: Franz Grüber 

 

 

Reading: St Matthew 2: 1-12 

The Wise Men are led by the star to Jesus 

 

Choir—I wonder as I wander 

I wonder as I wander out under the sky, 

How Jesus the Saviour did come for to die, 

For poor or’n’ry people like you and like I, 

I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

When Mary birthed Jesus, ’twas in a cow’s stall 

With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all. 

But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall, 

And the promise of ages it did then recall. 

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, 

A star in the sky or a bird on the wing, 

Or all of God’s angels in heaven for to sing, 

He surely could have it, ’cause he was the King. 

Words: Trad. Appalachian carol, collected by John Jacob Niles 

Music: Trad. Appalachian, arranged John Rutter 

 

 

Reading: St John 1: 1-14 

St John unfolds the mystery of the Incarnation 

 



 

Choir—O holy night! 

O holy night! the stars are brightly shining, 

It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth; 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 

Till he appeared, and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

Fall on your knees! O hear the angel-voices! 

O night divine! O night when Christ was born! 

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, 

With glowing hearts by his cradle we stand. 

So, led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, 

Here came the wise men from the Orient land. 

The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger, 

In all our trials born to be our friend; 

He knows our need, he guardeth us from danger; 

Behold your King! before the Lowly bend! 

Truly he taught us to love one another; 

His law is love and his Gospel is peace. 

Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, 

And in his Name all oppression shall cease. 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,  

Let all within us praise his holy Name. 

Christ is the Lord, then ever, ever praise we, 

His power and glory evermore proclaim. 

Words: Placide Cappeau, tr. J S Dwight Music: Adolphe Adam, arr. John Rutter 

 

 

Carol 

O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, 

Born the King of angels: 

O come, let us adore him,  

Christ the Lord! 

God of God, 

Light of Light, 

Lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

Very God, 

Begotten, not created: 

O come, let us adore him,  

Christ the Lord! 

 



Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

Glory to God 

In the highest: 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

Words: Adeste fideles, Latin hymn tr. F Oakeley, W T Brooke et al. 

 Music: Anon 18c, arr. David Willcocks 
 

 

Prayers 

The Revd David Armstrong 
 

 

Carol 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled: 

Joyful all ye nations rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies, 

With the angelic host proclaim, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem: 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come 

Offspring of a Virgin’s womb! 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel: 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Risen with healing in his wings; 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth: 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 

Words: Charles Wesley et al. Music: Felix Mendelssohn, arr. David Willcocks 
 

 

The Blessing 

The Revd David Armstrong 



 

Carol 

Ding dong! merrily on high 

In heav’n the bells are ringing: 

Ding dong! verily the sky 

Is riv’n with angel singing. 

Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

E’en so here below, below, 

Let steeple bells be swungen, 

And ‘Io, io, io!’ 

By priest and people sungen. 

Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Pray you, dutifully prime 

Your matin chime, ye ringers; 

May you beautifully rime 

Your evetime song, ye singers. 

Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Words: G R Woodward Music: 16th French tune, harm. Charles Wood 

 

 

Organ Voluntary 

In dulci jubilo, BWV 729—Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 

 
 

The clergy and staff of St Botolph’s wish the staff and clients of Travelers  

and their families and friends a blessed Christmas and a peaceful New Year 

 

All are welcome to attend our remaining Advent and Christmas services: 

Choral Mass of the Advent: 

Wednesday 22 December at 1.10pm 

with St Botolph’s Choir 

Family Christmas Mass and Blessing of the Crib:  

Friday 24 December at 11.00 am 

with St Botolph’s Choir 

Choral Mass of the Epiphany:  

Wednesday 5 January 2022 at 1.10 pm 

with St Botolph’s Choir 

All our services are livestreamed at 
https://www.youtube.com/c/StBotolphwithoutBishopsgate 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/StBotolphwithoutBishopsgate

