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Today we are using the Wednesday Choral Mass book –  
if you are following the livestream, you will find a copy  

to download or follow on the website.  
 

Setting of the Mass:  
Missa in honorem Sanctissimi Cordis Jesu—Ludwig Ebner 1858-1903 

 

Opening Hymn: NEH 84 (verses 1, 3-5) 

It is a thing most wonderful, 
Almost too wonderful to be, 

That God’s own Son should come from heaven, 

And die to save a child like me. 

But even could I see him die, 
I could but see a little part 

Of that great love, which, like a fire, 
Is always burning in his heart. 

It is most wonderful to know 
His love for me so free and sure; 
But ’tis more wonderful to see 

My love for him so faint and poor. 

And yet I want to love thee, Lord; 
O light the flame within my heart, 

And I will love thee more and more, 
Until I see thee as thou art. 

 
Kyrie eleison: see the Mass book for translation of the Greek text 
 

First Lesson: Psalm 126 
 

Gradual: Hymn 507 Attende, Domine (The Lent Prose) 

The refrain is sung first by a Cantor, then repeated by all: 

The Cantor sings the verse: 

Innocent captive, taken unresisting, falsely accused, and for us sinners 
sentenced, save us, we pray thee, Jesu, our Redeemer.  

and the refrain ‘Hear us, O Lord…’ is then repeated by all 
 
Gospel: S John 12: 1-8 

After the Gospel reading all sing ‘Hear us, O Lord…’ once more 



Offertory Hymn: NEH 86 

During the singing of the hymn a collection will be taken up for our Lent 

Appeal (see back cover). If you are a UK taxpayer please complete a Gift 
Aid envelope. We are also able to accept contactless payments – if you 
prefer to donate by this method please use the device at the back of 

church or the QR code on the back cover. 

My song is love unknown, 
My Saviour’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown 
That they might lovely be. 

O, who am I,  
That for my sake 

My Lord should take 
Frail flesh, and die? 

He came from his blest throne, 
Salvation to bestow, 

But men made strange, and none 
The longed-for Christ would know. 

But O, my Friend,  
My Friend indeed, 
Who at my need 

His life did spend! 

Sometimes they strew his way, 
And his sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day  
Hosannas to their King. 

Then ‘Crucify!’ 
Is all their breath, 
And for his death 

They thirst and cry. 

Why, what hath my Lord done? 
What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, 
He gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries! 
Yet they at these 

Themselves displease, 
And ’gainst him rise. 

They rise, and needs will have 
My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 
The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful he 
To suffering goes, 
That he his foes 

From thence might free. 

In life no house, no home, 
My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb, 
But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 
Heav’n was his home; 

But mine the tomb 
In which he lay. 

Here might I stay and sing, 
No story so divine; 

Never was love, dear King, 
Never was grief like thine! 

This is my Friend, 
In whose sweet praise 

I all my days 
Could gladly spend. 

 
 

Sanctus, Benedictus qui venit, and Agnus Dei:  
see the Mass book for translation of the Latin texts 
 

 



Anthem during Communion: 

Stabat Mater dolorosa  
Iuxta crucem lacrimosa 
Dum pendebat Filius. 

At the Cross her station keeping, 
Stood the mournful Mother weeping,  

Close to Jesus to the last. 

First movement of Stabat Mater, Giovanni Battista Pergolesi 1710–36 
 

Closing Hymn: NEH 89 (first tune) 

O dearest Lord, thy sacred head 
With thorns was pierced for me;  
O pour thy blessing on my head  

That I may think for thee. 

O dearest Lord, thy sacred hands  
With nails were pierced for me;  

O shed thy blessing on my hands  
That they may work for thee. 

O dearest Lord, thy sacred feet 
With nails were pierced for me;  
O pour thy blessing on my feet,  

That they may follow thee. 

O dearest Lord, thy sacred heart  

With spear was pierced for me;  
O pour thy spirit in my heart,  

That I may live for thee. 
 

Organ music: Herzlich tut mich verlangen, BWV 727 
—Johann Sebastian Bach 1685–1750 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES & NOTICES 

 

Church opening and service times 

In line with current guidance, the church remains open for public worship 
and private prayer, continuing to maintain God’s physical presence in the 

City of London. We are delighted that we have now been able to 
return to the full church opening hours of 7.30 am to 5.30 pm 

Monday to Friday. We maintain the existing pattern of three lunchtime 
services per week: Choral Mass with sermon on Wednesdays at 1.10 pm, 
and said Masses on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1.10 pm. All services can 
be attended either in church or via livestream on our YouTube channel  

(accessible from the church website www.botolph.org.uk).  

 

Tomorrow, Thursday 7 April: Mass at 1.10 pm  

 



Services in Holy Week 

 

Monday in Holy Week, 11 April: Mass at 1.10 pm 

Tuesday in Holy Week, 12 April: Mass at 1.10 pm 

Wednesday in Holy Week, 13 April: Mass at 8.10 am 

 

 

Wednesday in Holy Week, 13 April:  
Forgiveness: Music and Reflections 

for Holy Week at 1.10 pm 
with St Botolph’s Choir 

Ne irascaris and Civitas sancti tui Byrd; 
Parole 1 (Seven Last Words) Franck; 

God so loved the world Stainer 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday, 14 April:  
Choral Mass with Maundy 
Ceremonies at 1.10 pm 

Missa Quarti toni Victoria;  

Ubi caritas plainchant;  
Vere languores Victoria 

 

 

 

 
After the Maundy Thursday service the Watch will be kept at the Altar 

of Repose until 3.00pm, following which St Botolph's will be closed  
until Easter Tuesday morning.  

 

Details of services in other City churches for the remainder of the 
Triduum and Easter can be found on the City Events website at 

http://www.london-city-churches.org.uk/cityevents.html 
 

http://www.london-city-churches.org.uk/cityevents.html


Services in Easter Week 
 

Tuesday in Easter Week, 19 April:  
Mass at 1.10 pm 

We welcome Fr Stephen Baxter as Celebrant 

Wednesday in Easter Week, 20 April:  
Choral Mass at 1.10 pm 

We welcome Fr Peter McGeary as Celebrant 

Missa Brevis in C, K 458 Mozart; 
Haec dies Webbe;  

Saraband (for the morning of Easter) Howells 

Thursday in Easter Week, 21 April:  
Mass at 1.10 pm 

We welcome Fr Paul Kennedy as Celebrant 
 

 
Fairtrade refreshments and the Good Coffee Kiosk 

St Botolph’s is a Fairtrade Church, and we are proud in normal times to 
serve Fairtrade coffee and tea after services and for meetings. Of course 

for Covid safety reasons it has not been possible to serve refreshments 
after services for the past two years, but now restrictions are starting to 
be lifted we hope to be able to do so again after Easter. 
 

In the meantime, if you have not yet discovered the 
excellent coffee, tea and hot chocolate served by our 

barista José at The Good Coffee Kiosk in the Bishopsgate 
entrance to the church, why not give it a try? The drinks 
are all Fairtrade and everything to do with the kiosk has 

been ethically sourced. There are loyalty cards for regular customers, 

discounts for members of the Blue Light and Defence Discount schemes, 
and an opportunity to pay in advance for a drink for someone in need.  

Opening hours Monday to Friday 7.00 am-2.00 pm. 

 
Monthly newsletter 

Congregation members and friends of St Botolph’s should by now have 
received our February newsletter by email. If we don’t have your contact 

details, and you would like to receive the newsletter, do let us know 

either by completing the subscription form on the website or by emailing 
the Administrator at church@botolph.org.uk. 

In between newsletters the latest information can always be found on the 
website at www.botolph.org.uk.  

mailto:church@botolph.org.uk


 
Can you help us financially? 

Our regular income continues to take a hit during the ongoing pandemic, 
with a reduction in our normal income streams including Hall and Court 
hire and, although we are now able to take up collections in services 
again, these and alms box donations remain depressed as there are fewer 
people working in and visiting the City of London. If you are in a position 
to give St Botolph’s any financial support at this time, perhaps you might 
consider giving by standing order or direct debit, or a one-off donation? 
The Administrator can help with queries (church@botolph.org.uk). 

 

• Cash donations (outside service times) may be  
placed in the alms boxes, or handed to a member of 
staff at any time. If you are a UK taxpayer please 
complete a Gift Aid envelope so we can claim back 
a further 25% from HMRC. 

• Card/contactless donations can be made at any 
time via the device on the table at the back of 
church, or this QR code, and can be Gift Aided. 

• Credit card donations can be made via the link 

on our website, and can be Gift Aided. 

 

Another way of supporting St Botolph’s could be by way of your online 
shopping. The church is registered as a beneficiary charity at Give as you 
Live, Easy Fundraising, and Amazon Smile – these are simple automatic 
ways for you to support us (at no extra cost to you, or to us) when 
shopping online: Give as you Live and Easy Fundraising cover over 4000 
shops and other websites – all of the systems are easy to use, and have 
been tried and tested on your behalf by the Administrator!  

More information from: 

 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com 

 

 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk 
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