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Welcome to St Botolph’s for this service of readings and 
music on the Wednesday in Holy Week.  

 

 
Please stand at the ringing of the bell 
 
Hymn: NEH 70 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 
And purge away my sin; 

From earthborn passions set me free 
And make me pure within. 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 
With care and woe opprest; 
Let me thy loving servant be 
And taste thy promised rest. 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 
When flows the tempest high; 
When on doth rush the enemy, 

O Saviour, be thou nigh. 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 
Amid the battle’s strife; 

In all my pain and misery 
Be thou my health and life. 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 
Nor let me go astray; 

Through darkness and perplexity 
Point thou the heavenly way. 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 
That, when the flood is past, 

I may the eternal brightness see 
And share thy joy at last. 

 
Collect 

Priest: Let us pray. 

O God, who by the precious blood of thy only-begotten Son didst 
sanctify the standard of the Cross, grant we beseech thee, 
that we who rejoice in the glory of the same Holy Cross 
may at all times and places rejoice in thy protection, 
through the same Christ, our Lord.  

All Amen. 
 
Please sit 
 
Choir 

Ne irascaris, Domine, satis,  
et ne ultra memineris iniquitatis nostrae. 
Ecce, respice, populus tuus omnes nos.  

Be not wroth very sore, O Lord,  

neither remember our iniquity for ever. 
Behold, see, we beseech thee, we are all thy people.  

Isaiah 64: 9         William Byrd 1543-1623 



 

Reading: Daniel 9: 16-19 

O Lord, in view of all your righteous acts, let your anger and wrath, 
we pray, turn away from your city Jerusalem, your holy mountain; 
because of our sins and the iniquities of our ancestors, Jerusalem 
and your people have become a disgrace among all our neighbours. 
Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of your servant and 
to his supplication, and for your own sake, Lord, let your face shine 
upon your desolated sanctuary. Incline your ear, O my God, and 
hear. Open your eyes and look at our desolation and the city that 

bears your name. We do not present our supplication before you on 
the grounds of our righteousness, but on the grounds of your great 
mercies. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, listen and act and 
do not delay! For your own sake, O my God, because your city and 
your people bear your name!’ 
 
Choir 

Civitas sancti tui facta est deserta.  
Sion deserta facta est.  

Jerusalem desolata est. 

Thy holy cities are a wilderness, 
Zion is a wilderness,  

Jerusalem a desolation. 

Isaiah 64: 10        William Byrd 
 
Reading: The Forgiven Man 

an excerpt from Through the Year with Michael Ramsey 

The secret of the Christian is not that he is always in the right and 

puts other people in the right, but that he is a forgiven man. That is 
the secret of a Christian’s humility, and his liberation to love God 
and his fellows with a new impulse. 

So, the strength of the Church is not the strength of its members, 
but the strength of Christ who forgives them, humbles them, and 
can do something with them. So, no one is excluded who is ready 
to say, “I am sorry. God help me, a sinner”. 

In the final crisis all that St Peter could say was “I am sorry”, and 
Christ made him the rock of the Church. 

 
Please stand 
 



Hymn: NEH 66 (tune 63) 

‘Forgive our sins as we forgive’ 
You taught us, Lord, to pray; 

But you alone can grant us grace 
To live the words we say. 

How can your pardon reach and bless 
The unforgiving heart 

That broods on wrongs, and will not let 
Old bitterness depart? 

In blazing light your cross reveals 

The truth we dimly knew; 
How small the debts men owe to us, 

How great our debt to you! 

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 
And bid resentment cease; 

Then reconciled to God and man, 
Our lives will spread your peace. 

 
Please sit 

 
Reading: S Luke 23: 32-43 

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to 
death with him. When they came to the place that is called The 
Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right 
and one on his left. Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they 
do not know what they do.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 
And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, 
saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah 
of God, his chosen one!’ The soldiers also mocked him, coming up 
and offering him sour wine, and saying, ‘If you are the King of the 
Jews, save yourself!’ There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is 
the King of the Jews.’ 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 
saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the 
other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are 
under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have 
been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 
deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ He replied, 
‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’ 



Choir 

Pater, dimitte illis: non enim sciunt quid faciunt.  
Crucifixerunt Jesum et latrones, unum a dextris  
    et alterum a sinistris. Jesus autem dicebat:  
    Pater, dimitte illis: non enim sciunt quid faciunt.  
Cum sceleratis reputatus est,  
    et ipse peccata multorum tulit,  
    et pro transgressoribus rogavit. 

Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.  
They crucified Jesus, and two criminals, one on the right,  

    the other on the left, but then Jesus said: 
    Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.  
He was numbered with the transgressors;  
    yet he bore the sin of many, 
    and made intercession for the sinners. 

Luke 23: 34; Isaiah 53: 12 César Franck 1822-90 
(Parole 1 from Les Sept Paroles de Notre Seigneur Jesus-Christ sur la Croix) 

 
Reading: an excerpt from Seven Last Words 

Timothy Radcliffe, Dominican Friar 

Forgiveness is always first. Maybe we could not cope with listening 
to the passion of Christ if we did not begin with forgiveness. Before 
we ever sin, we are forgiven. We do not have to earn it. We do not 
even have to be sorry. Forgiveness is there, waiting for us. 

Forgiveness comes first. That is the scandal of the Gospel. But it 
does not mean that God does not take seriously what we do. God 
does not forget that we crucified his Son. We do not put it out of 
our minds. Indeed, on Good Friday we gather to listen to the 

passion and death of Christ, and to remember that humanity 
rejected, humiliated and murdered the Son of God. It is because of 
forgiveness that we dare to remember that most terrible deed. 

Forgiveness means that the Cross is our new tree of life from which 
we are invited to eat. In the fourth century, St John Chrysostom 
wrote of the Cross: 

“The Tree is my eternal salvation. It is my nourishment and 
my banquet. Amidst its roots, I cast my own roots deep. 
Beneath its bough I grow. Flying from the burning heart,  

I have set up my tent in its shadow and have found there 
a resting place, fresh with dew. I flower with its flowers.  
 



Its fruits bring perfect joy, fruits which have been 

preserved for me since time began, fruits which now  
I freely eat. This tree is food, sweet food for my hunger, 
and a fountain for my thirst.  

It is clothing for my nakedness; its leaves are the breath of 
life. If I fear God, this is my protection; if I stumble this is 
my staff; this is the prize for which I fight, the reward of 
my victory. This is my straight and narrow path; this is 
Jacob’s ladder, where angels go up and down, and where 
the Lord himself stands at the top.” 

Forgiveness means that we dare to face what we have done.  
We dare to remember all of our lives, with the failures and defeats, 
with our cruelties and lack of love. We dare to remember all the 
times that we have been mean and ungenerous, the ugliness of our 
deeds. We dare to remember, not so as to feel awful, but so as to 
open our lives to this creative transformation. It does not leave us 
as we are, as if nothing we did ever mattered. If we step into that 
forgiveness, then it will change and transform us. Whatever is 
sterile will bear fruit. All that is pointless will find meaning. 
 

Please stand 
 
Hymn: NEH 461 (tune Corvedale) 

During the singing of the hymn a collection will be taken up for our 
Lent Appeal (see back cover). If you are a UK taxpayer please use 

a Gift Aid envelope. We are also able to accept contactless 
payments – if you prefer to donate by this method please use the 
device at the back of church or the QR code on the back cover. 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in his justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 

There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgement given. 

For the love of God is broader 
Than the measure of man’s mind; 

And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 



But we make his love too narrow 

By false limits of our own; 
And we magnify his strictness  
With a zeal he will not own. 

There is plentiful redemption 
In the blood that has been shed; 
There is joy for all the members 

In the sorrows of the Head. 

There is grace enough for thousands 
Of new worlds as great as this; 

There is room for fresh creations 
In that upper room of bliss. 

If our love were but more simple, 
We should take him at his word; 
And our life would be all gladness 

In the joy of Christ our Lord. 
 
Please kneel or sit 
 

All join in the saying of THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father,  
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name;  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  

for ever and ever. Amen. 

and THE COLLECT FOR GOOD FRIDAY:  

Almighty God,  
we beseech thee graciously to behold this thy family,  
for which our Lord Jesus Christ was contented to be betrayed, 
and given up into the hands of wicked men,  
and to suffer death upon the Cross,  
who now liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen. 



 

Please remain kneeling or sitting 
 
Choir 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whoso believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world;  
but that the world through him might be saved. 

S John 3: 16–17            Sir John Stainer 1840–1901 

(from The Crucifixion: A Meditation on the Sacred Passion of the Holy Redeemer) 

 
Please stand 
 

The Priest gives THE BLESSING 
 

Hymn: NEH 84 

It is a thing most wonderful, 
Almost too wonderful to be, 

That God’s own Son should come from heaven, 
And die to save a child like me. 

And yet I know that it is true: 
He chose a poor and humble lot, 

And wept, and toiled, and mourned, and died, 
For love of those who loved him not. 

But even could I see him die, 
I could but see a little part 

Of that great love, which, like a fire, 
Is always burning in his heart. 

It is most wonderful to know 

His love for me so free and sure; 
But ’tis more wonderful to see 

My love for him so faint and poor. 

And yet I want to love thee, Lord; 
O light the flame within my heart, 

And I will love thee more and more, 
Until I see thee as thou art. 

 

Please remain standing as the Choir and Ministers depart,  

then all depart in silence 
 



Please join us for our forthcoming services 
 

 

TOMORROW  

Thursday 14 April  

Maundy Thursday 

CHORAL EUCHARIST with Maundy 

Ceremonies at 1.10 pm 

Missa quarti toni Victoria 

Ubi caritas plainchant 

Vere languores Victoria 

 

After the service the Watch will be kept at the Altar of Repose 
until 3.00pm, following which the church will be closed until 

Easter Tuesday. 

Details of services in other City churches for the remainder of the 
Triduum and Easter can be found on the City Events website: 

www.london-city-churches.org.uk/cityevents.html 

Information for services at St Paul’s Cathedral: 
https://www.stpauls.co.uk/worship-with-us 

The clergy and staff of St Botolph’s Church wish you a 
blessed Holy Week and a happy Easter when it comes. 

 

 
Services in Easter Week 

Tuesday in Easter Week, 19 April:  

Mass at 1.10 pm 
We welcome Fr Stephen Baxter as Celebrant 

Wednesday in Easter Week, 20 April:  
Choral Mass at 1.10 pm 

We welcome Fr Peter McGeary as Celebrant 

Missa Brevis in C, K 458 Mozart; 
Haec dies Webbe;  

Saraband (for the morning of Easter) Howells 

Thursday in Easter Week, 21 April:  
Mass at 1.10 pm 

We welcome Fr Paul Kennedy as Celebrant 

http://www.london-city-churches.org.uk/cityevents.html


 

A note about the image on the cover 
 

Francesc Ribalta (1565-1628) was a 
Catalan painter who after receiving his 
early training in Toledo spent his later 
years in Valencia. He was one of the 
first artists to be influenced by the new 
realism initiated by Caravaggio in Italy, 
using light and shadow to give solidity 
to his forms, and was a major influence 

on later Spanish painters like 
Velasquez, Zurbarán and Ribera.  
 
‘Christ embracing St Bernard’ was 
painted between 1625 and 1627 for 
the Carthusian monastery of Porta 
Caeli near Valencia. St Bernard of 
Clairvaux was the founder of the 

Cistercian Order, and with his strong emphasis on asceticism would 

have appealed to the Carthusian monks. In one of the Saint’s 
mystical visions while praying before a crucifix, the figure of Christ 
came alive and embraced him. Ribalta’s depiction of his rapturous 
vision is perfectly calculated to achieve maximum effect. 

 

 

Church opening and service times 
 
In line with current guidance, the church remains open for public 

worship and private prayer, continuing to maintain God’s physical 
presence in the City of London. We are delighted that we have 
now been able to return to the full church opening hours of 
7.30 am to 5.30 pm Monday to Friday.  
 
We maintain the existing pattern of three lunchtime services per 
week: Choral Mass with sermon on Wednesdays at 1.10 pm, and 
said Masses on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1.10 pm. All services 
can be attended either in church or via livestream on our YouTube 
channel (accessible from the church website www botolph.org.uk).  

 
 
 



Can you help us financially? 

Our regular income continues to take a hit during the ongoing 
pandemic, with a reduction in our normal income streams including 
Hall and Court hire and, although we are now able to take up 
collections in services again, these and alms box donations remain 
depressed as there are fewer people working in and visiting the City 
of London. If you are in a position to give St Botolph’s any financial 
support at this time, perhaps you might consider giving by standing 
order or direct debit, or a one-off donation? The Administrator can 
help with queries (church@botolph.org.uk). 

• Cash donations (outside service times) may be  
placed in the alms boxes, or handed to a member of 
staff at any time. If you are a UK taxpayer please 
complete a Gift Aid envelope so we can claim back 
a further 25% from HMRC. 

• Card/contactless donations can be made at any 
time via the device on the table at the back of 
church, or this QR code, and can be Gift Aided. 

• Credit card donations can be made via the link 

on our website, and can be Gift Aided. 

 

Another way of supporting St Botolph’s could be by way of your 
online shopping. The church is registered as a beneficiary charity at 
Give as you Live, Easy Fundraising, and Amazon Smile – these are 
simple automatic ways for you to support us (at no extra cost to you, 
or to us) when shopping online: Give as you Live and Easy 
Fundraising cover over 4000 shops and other websites – all of the 
systems are easy to use, and have been tried and tested on your 
behalf by the Administrator!  

More information from: https://www.giveasyoulive.com 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk https://smile.amazon.co.uk 

 
The Good Coffee Kiosk is now open 

A further way of supporting St Botolph’s and other good 
causes could be by buying your hot drinks from the 
takeway kiosk in the Bishopsgate entrance of the 

church: all the drinks are Fairtrade, and our barista 

José will give you a warm welcome and a loyalty card! 

Opening hours Monday to Friday 7.00 am-2.00 pm. 

 

mailto:church@botolph.org.uk
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/


St Botolph-without-Bishopsgate 

LENT APPEAL 2022 
All collections and alms given during Lent will go to 
support our partner church in Tottenham Hale N17 

Donations and alms in Lent will once again go towards the support 

of our Priest Missioner, Fr Andrew Williams, in his role as Vicar at 

our partner church in North London. St Francis at the Engine Room 

is the first purpose -built church in the Diocese of London for  

40 years, and St Botolph’s has been in partnership with the new 

church since its founding.  

Please give as generously as you are able at this time:  

• Cash donations (outside service times) may be placed in the 

alms boxes, or handed to a member of staff at any time.  

• If you are a UK taxpayer please complete a Gift Aid 

envelope so we can claim back a further 25% from HMRC. 

• Card/contactless donations can be made at any time via 
the device on the table at the back of church, or this QR 

code, and can be Gift Aided. 

 

         Thank you in advance  

          for your support! 
 

 

 


