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Today we are using the Wednesday and Feast Day (in Eastertide) 
Choral Mass book – if you are following the livestream, you will 

find a copy to download or follow on the website. 
 

Setting of the Mass:  
Messe à deux voix égales—Charles Gounod 1818-93 

 

Opening Hymn: NEH 130 (verses 1, 2, 6, 7)  

Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluya! 
Glorious to his native skies; Alleluya! 

Christ, awhile to mortals given, Alleluya! 

Enters now the highest heaven! Alleluya! 

There the glorious triumph waits; Alleluya! 
Lift your heads, eternal gates! Alleluya! 

Christ hath vanquished death and sin; Alleluya! 
Take the King of glory in. Alleluya! 

Lord, though parted from our sight, Alleluya! 
Far above yon azure height, Alleluya! 

Grant our hearts may thither rise, Alleluya! 
Seeking thee above the skies. Alleluya! 

There we shall with thee remain, Alleluya! 
Partners of thine endless reign; Alleluya! 
There thy face unclouded see, Alleluya! 

Find our heaven of heavens in thee. Alleluya! 
 

Gloria in excelsis: see the Mass book for translation of the Latin text 
 

First Lesson: Acts 1: 1-11 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

The refrain is sung first by the 
Cantor and then by all: 
 

This verse is sung by the Cantor: 

Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord,  
and remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 

and the refrain is then repeated by all 
 

Gospel: S Luke 24: 44-end 
 

During the singing of the Offertory Hymn a collection will be taken up for 

Christ’s work in this place. If you are a UK taxpayer please complete a Gift Aid 

envelope. We are also able to accept contactless payments – if you prefer to 
donate by this method please use the device at the back of church  

or the QR code displayed in church. 



Offertory Hymn: NEH 443 

Rejoice, the Lord is King! 

Your Lord and King adore; 
Mortals, give thanks and sing, 

And triumph evermore: 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 

Jesus, the Saviour, reigns, 
The God of truth and love; 

When he had purged our stains, 
He took his seat above: 

His kingdom cannot fail; 

He rules o’er earth and heaven; 
The keys of death and hell 

Are to our Jesus given: 
 
 

He sits at God’s right hand 
Till all his foes submit, 

And bow to his command, 
And fall beneath his feet: 

 

Sanctus, Benedictus qui venit, and Agnus Dei:  
see the Mass book for translation of the Latin texts 
 

Anthem during Communion: 

Herr Gott Vater, mein starker Held! 
Du hast mich ewig vor der Welt 

In deinem Sohn geliebet. 
Dein Sohn hat mich ihm selbst vertraut, 

Er ist mein Schatz, ich bin sein Braut, 
Sehr hoch in ihm erfreuet. 

Eia! Eia! Himmlisch Leben wird er geben mir dort oben; 
Ewig soll mein Herz ihn loben. 

Lord God, Father, my mighty champion! Thou hast loved me in thy Son 
before the world began. Thy Son has betrothed me to himself: he is my 
beloved and I am his bride and highly delighted in him. Eia! Eia! He shall 

grant me heavenly life above, and my heart shall ever praise him. 

Philipp Nicolai 1556-1608         Johann Sebastian Bach 1685-1750 
(from Cantata 37, BWV 37, for Ascension Day) 

 

Closing Hymn: NEH 134 (verses 1, 2, 6)  

The head that once was crowned with thorns 
Is crowned with glory now: 

A royal diadem adorns 
The mighty Victor's brow. 

The highest place that heaven affords 
Is his, is his by right, 

The King of kings, and Lord of lords, 

And heaven's eternal Light; 

The cross he bore is life and health, 
Though shame and death to him: 

His people's hope, his people's wealth, 
Their everlasting theme. 



Organ music: Heut’ triumphieret Gottes Sohn, BWV 630 
—Johann Sebastian Bach 1685-1759 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES & NOTICES 

From today to Pentecost St Botolph’s will be joining in  
the Global Week of Prayer ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 

 – more information at https://www.thykingdomcome.global 

Annual Meetings and Electoral Roll 

The Annual Vestry Meeting and Parochial Church Meeting took place this 

Tuesday 24 May in church. The results of the elections held at the meetings 

have been posted in church and on the website. The church’s revised Electoral 

Roll was presented to the APCM, and the Roll is once more open for new 

applications.                                                 Mhairi Ellis, PCC Secretary and Electoral Roll Officer 

The Good Coffee Kiosk is open 

Please consider supporting St Botolph’s by buying your hot drinks 

from the Bishopsgate entrance of the church: all the drinks are 

Fairtrade, and our barista José will give you a warm welcome and a 
loyalty card! Opening hours Monday to Friday 7.00 am-2.00 pm. 

Church opening and service times 

In line with current guidance, the church remains open for public worship and 
private prayer, continuing to maintain God’s physical presence in the City of 

London. We are delighted that we have now been able to return to the 

full church opening hours of 7.30 am to 5.30 pm Monday to Friday.  
We maintain the existing pattern of three lunchtime services per week:  

Choral Mass with sermon on Wednesdays at 1.10 pm, and said Masses on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1.10 pm. All services can be attended either in 
church or via livestream on our YouTube channel (accessible from the church 

website www.botolph.org.uk).  

Next Tuesday, 31 May: Mass at 1.10 pm 
 

Next Wednesday, 1 June: Choral Mass at 1.10 pm 

to mark the Platinum Jubilee of H M The Queen 

St Botolph’s Choir will sing Mozart’s magnificent  

Coronation Mass, and music associated with  

Her Majesty’s Coronation 

Sparkling refreshments follow 

 

Looking ahead: Wednesday 15 June 

All are invited to join us as we celebrate our patron St Botolph 

CHORAL PATRONAL FESTIVAL MASS at 1.10pm  

With suitably sumptuous music from St Botolph’s Choir,  
and Ukrainian priest Fr Andrei Tchapulta as guest preacher 

Followed by a parish party with a special St Botolph cake 
 
Icon of St Botolph (copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, Mass., and used by permission) 


