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St Botolph-without-Bishopsgate - a place of calm, sanctuary and God’s love in the City 
 



Welcome to St Botolph’s for this service in honour  
of our Patron Saint. 

 

During the singing of the Offertory hymn a 
collection will be taken up for the Help Ukraine 
Emergency Appeal. Please give as generously as 
you can, and if you are a UK taxpayer please 
complete a Gift Aid envelope. We are also able to 
accept contactless payments – if you prefer to 
donate in this way please use the device on the 
table at the back of church or the QR code on the 

inside back cover of this booklet.  
 

After the service, all are warmly invited to join us for refreshments 
including a special St Botolph cake 

 

Holy Communion and Coronavirus 

We take extra care to ensure that hygiene procedures are strictly observed 

by priest and people before and during the distribution of Holy Communion, 
and have taken note of Government and Church of England guidance as the 

coronavirus restrictions begin to be lifted.  

The Peace: we are now sharing the peace as normal, but please respect 
other congregation members who may feel more vulnerable than you and 

may not yet feel able to shake hands. 

At Communion: I will take all recommended precautions with the 
administration of Holy Communion, including frequent hand sanitisation. 

Sanitiser is available at the chancel step if you wish to sanitise your hands 

before receiving Communion. When moving about the church, please respect 
other congregation members who may feel more vulnerable than you. 

The Chalice: Communion is offered in two kinds, bread and wine.  
If you feel in any way uncomfortable about sharing the chalice, please do not 

feel pressurised to do so: simply do not go to the chalice bearer, but return 

directly to your pew after receiving the bread, the Host.  
By receiving the Host, you have partaken fully in the Lord’s Supper. 

Receiving the host: again, until further notice, the Host will not be given 

directly onto the tongue. All communicants must receive the Host from the 
priest into their hands.  

Thank you for your understanding. It is important to remember that the 

sacraments are means of grace and not of sickness, they are physically 
ministered, and we should take physical care. We continue to pray for all 

those affected by the virus, and for those caring for them. 

With God’s love and blessing, Fr David 



ORDER OF SERVICE  
 

A bell is rung. Please stand as the clergy enter 
 

Opening Hymn 

The Church’s one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is his new Creation 
By water and the word: 

From heaven he came and sought her 
To be his holy Bride, 

With his own love he bought her, 
And for her life he died. 

Elect from every nation, 
Yet one o’er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation 

One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy name she blesses, 

Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses 

With every grace endued. 

’Mid toil and tribulation, 
And tumult of her war, 

She waits the consummation 
Of peace for evermore; 

Till with the vision glorious 
Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great Church victorious 
Shall be the Church at rest. 

Yet she on earth hath union 
With God the Three in One,  

And mystic sweet communion 
With those whose rest is won: 

O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we 

Like them, the meek and lowly, 
On high may dwell with thee. 

 
The Greeting 
 
Priest In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
All Amen. 
 
Priest The Lord be with you 
All and with thy spirit. 
 

The Admission of Churchwardens 

The service commences with the Admission of the Churchwardens 
elected for the year 2022-23, Frank Curtiss and Alex Coles.  

Please remain standing 

The Rector, acting as the Archdeacon’s Delegate, says: 

Those chosen for the ancient office of Churchwarden have legal 
duties and responsibilities prescribed by Statute and Canon law, 
and so I now ask you: 

Will you, as officers of the Bishop, discharge all such duties as 
are by law and custom assigned to you?  

Churchwardens: With the help of God, I will. 



Will you be foremost in representing the laity  
and in co-operating with the incumbent?  

Churchwardens: With the help of God, I will. 

Will you use your best endeavours by example and precept  
to encourage the parishioners in the practice of true religion  
and to promote unity and peace among them?  

Churchwardens: With the help of God, I will. 

Will you maintain order and decency in the church and 
churchyard, especially during the time of divine service?  

Churchwardens: With the help of God, I will. 

Will you care for the property, ornaments and other moveable 
goods of the church, keeping an inventory thereof, and duly 
deliver to your successors all such goods remaining in your hands? 

Churchwardens: With the help of God, I will. 

The law requires that before you are admitted to office,  
you must make the following declaration: 

Churchwardens: I do solemnly and sincerely declare  
that I will faithfully and diligently perform the duties 

of my office as Churchwarden. 

The Rector then admits to office the Churchwardens elect: 

I do hereby admit each of you who have made this solemn 
declaration to the office of Churchwarden to serve in this 
parish. May God give you grace to serve him with cheerfulness 
and humility; may our Lord Jesus Christ be with you in all that 
you do in his service; and may the Holy Spirit guide and direct 
your path throughout the coming year, that you may fulfil your 
office to the glory of God and for the good of his people. 

All Amen. 
 
The Churchwardens return to their places, and the service continues 
with the Prayer of Preparation 
 
Priest Almighty God, 
All unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



Act of Penance 

The priest invites the people to confess their sins. 

Please kneel or sit 

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned 
against thee and against our neighbour, in thought and 
word and deed, through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. We are heartily sorry 
and repent of all our sins. For the sake of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past, and 
grant that we may serve thee in newness of life to the 
glory of thy name. Amen. 

 
The priest says the absolution: 

Priest Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy 
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life 
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 
 
Please stand 

 
Gloria in excelsis sung by the Choir  

Mass setting: Missa ‘Percussit Saul’—Giovanni Croce c. 1557-1609 

 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Et in terra pax 

hominibus bonae voluntatis. 
Laudamus te. Benedicimus te. 

Adoramus te. Glorificamus te. 

Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam 
gloriam tuam, Domine Deus, Rex 

caelestis, Deus Pater omnipotens.  

Domine Fili unigenite Iesu Christe. 
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius 

Patris. Qui tollis peccata mundi, 

miserere nobis. Qui tollis peccata 
mundi, suscipe deprecationem 

nostram. Qui sedes ad dexteram 

Patris, miserere nobis.  

 

Quoniam tu solus Sanctus. Tu solus 

Dominus. Tu solus Altissimus,  
Jesu Christe. Cum Sancto Spiritu;  

in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 

 

Glory be to God on high, and in earth 

peace, good will towards men.  
We praise thee, we bless thee,  

we worship thee, we glorify thee,  

we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King,  

God the Father Almighty.  

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 

Father, that takest away the sins of the 

world, have mercy upon us.  
Thou that takest away the sins of the 

world, receive our prayer.  

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God 
the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; thou only art the 

Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the Glory of God 

the Father. Amen. 



Collect 

Priest O God, the Guide and the Governor of all kingdoms, who dost grant 

to thy servants yearly to celebrate the festival of Saint Botolph thy 
confessor and abbot, take from us, we pray thee, the scars of our 
wounds, and heal us with the gifts of thy heavenly Fatherhood.  
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ thy Son, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

All Amen. 
 

Please sit 
 
First Reading: Leviticus 26: 3-12 

read by Mhairi Ellis, Parish Clerk 

If you follow my statutes and keep my commandments and observe them 

faithfully, I will give you your rains in their season, and the land shall yield its 
produce, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit. Your threshing shall 

overtake the vintage, and the vintage shall overtake the sowing; you shall eat 

your bread to the full, and live securely in your land. And I will grant peace in 
the land, and you shall lie down, and no one shall make you afraid; I will 

remove dangerous animals from the land, and no sword shall go through your 

land. You shall give chase to your enemies, and they shall fall before you by 
the sword. Five of you shall give chase to a hundred, and a hundred of you 

shall give chase to ten thousand; your enemies shall fall before you by the 

sword. I will look with favour upon you and make you fruitful and multiply 
you; and I will maintain my covenant with you. You shall eat old grain long 

stored, and you shall have to clear out the old to make way for the new. I will 

place my dwelling in your midst, and I shall not abhor you. And I will walk 
among you, and will be your God, and you shall be my people. 

 

Reader This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 
 

Gradual: Hymn 444 (verse 1) 

Rejoice today with one accord, 
Sing out with exultation; 

Rejoice and praise our mighty Lord, 
Whose arm hath brought salvation. 

His works of love proclaim 
The greatness of his name; 

For he is God alone, 
Who hath his mercy shown: 
Let all his saints adore him! 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

The refrain is sung first by the Cantor 
and then by all: 
 



This verse is sung by the Cantor: 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger 

who announces peace, who brings good news. 

and the refrain is then repeated by all 
 

Gospel: S Matthew 5: 1-12 
read by The Revd Andrew Williams 

Priest The Lord be with you 
All and with thy spirit. 
Priest Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 

kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you.’ 

 
Priest This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

Please sit 
 

Sermon      given by The Revd Andriy Tsyaputa, 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Holy Family 

 

Please kneel or sit 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
led by The Revd Canon Tim Sledge 

These responses may be used after each section: 

Priest Lord, hear us. 
All Lord, graciously hear us. 



At the end: 

Priest Merciful Father, 

All accept these prayers for the sake of thy Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Please stand  
 

The Peace 

Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All and with thy spirit. 
 

Priest and people exchange a sign of peace. We are now sharing the peace 
as normal, but please respect other congregation members who may feel 
more vulnerable than you and may not yet feel able to shake hands. 
 
Please sit 
 

Offertory Hymn 

During the singing of the following hymn a collection will be taken up 
for the Help Ukraine Emergency Appeal. Please give as generously as 
you can, and if you are a UK taxpayer please complete a Gift Aid 

envelope. We are also able to accept contactless payments – if you 
prefer to donate in this way please use the device on the table at the 
back of church or the QR code on the inside back cover of this booklet.  

In our day of thanksgiving one psalm let us offer 
For the saints who before us have found their reward; 

When the shadow of death fell upon them, we sorrowed, 
But now we rejoice that they rest in the Lord. 

In the morning of life, and at noon, and at even, 
He called them away from our worship below; 

But not till his love, at the font and the altar, 
Had girt them with grace for the way they should go. 

These stones that have echoed their praises are holy, 
And dear is the ground where their feet have once trod; 

Yet here they confessed they were strangers and pilgrims, 
And still they were seeking the city of God. 

Sing praise then for all who here sought and here found him, 
Whose journey is ended, whose perils are past: 

They believed in the Light; and its glory is round them, 

Where the clouds of earth’s sorrow are lifted at last. 
 

Please stand 



Preparation of the Table 
 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.  
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

The priest takes the bread. 

Priest Blessed art thou, Lord God of all creation: through thy goodness 
we have this bread to offer, which earth has given and human 
hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The priest takes the wine. 

Priest Blessed art thou, Lord God of all creation: through thy 
goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work 
of human hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Priest The Lord be with you 

All and with thy spirit. 
Priest Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Priest Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
All It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Priest It is very meet, right and our bounden duty, that we should at 
all times and in all places give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ thine 
only Son our Lord. Because through him thou hast created all 
things from the beginning, and fashioned us in thine own 
image. Through him thou didst redeem us from the slavery of 
sin, giving him to be born as man, to die upon the cross, and to 
rise again for us. Through him thou hast made us a people for 
thine own possession, exalting him to thy right hand on high, 
and sending forth through him thy holy and life-giving Spirit. 

And now we give thee thanks for Saint Botolph and all who 
have consecrated their lives to Christ for the sake of the 
kingdom; for in them thou dost show us thy saving love and 

call us back to holiness. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore 
praising thee and singing: 



Sanctus & Benedictus qui venit sung by the Choir 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus 

Deus Sabaoth, pleni sunt coeli et 

terra gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis.  

Benedictus qui venit in nomine 
Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,  

heaven and earth are full of thy glory:  

glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the Name  
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Please kneel or sit 

 
Priest Hear us, O Father, through Christ thy Son our Lord; through 

him accept our sacrifice of praise; and grant that by the power 

of thy Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be unto us 
his body and blood; who, in the same night that he was 
betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is 
my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.  

 Likewise after supper he took the cup; and when he had given 
thanks to thee, he gave it to them, saying: Drink ye all of this; 
for this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye 
shall drink it, in remembrance of me.  

 Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, with this bread and this 
cup we make the memorial of his saving passion, his 
resurrection from the dead, and his glorious ascension into 
heaven, and we look for the coming of his kingdom. We pray 
thee to accept this our duty and service, and grant that we may 
so eat and drink these holy things in the presence of thy divine 
majesty, that we may be filled with thy grace and heavenly 
blessing. 

 Through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and with whom, and 

in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be 
unto thee, O Father almighty, world without end. 

All Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Priest Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



Breaking of the Bread 

The priest breaks the consecrated bread.  

Priest We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 
 
Agnus Dei sung by the Choir 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata 

mundi: miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata 

mundi: miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata 

mundi: dona nobis pacem. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins  

of the world: have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins  

of the world: have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins  

of the world: grant us thy peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

Priest Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
 Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
All Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under 

my roof, but speak the word only and my soul shall be 
healed. 

All We do not presume to come to this thy table, O merciful 
Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy 
manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much 
as to gather up the crumbs under thy table. But thou art 
the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.  
 Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh  
of thy dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood,  
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body  
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 

 
The priest and people receive communion. Communicant members of 
all Christian traditions are invited to receive Holy Communion. 

Sanitiser is available at the chancel step if you wish to sanitise your hands 
before before going forward, one at a time, to stand before the priest and 
the chalice-bearer to receive Communion. 

Words of distribution are used and the communicant replies Amen. 

All other members of the congregation are welcome to come forward to 
receive a blessing—please hold this book as a sign. 
 



Communion Anthem 

Sing joyfully unto God our strength:  

sing loud unto the God of Jacob.  
Take the song, and bring forth the timbrel:  

the pleasant harp and the viol. 
Blow the trumpet in the new moon:  

even in the time appointed, and at our feast day. 
For this is a statute for Israel:  
and a law of the God of Jacob. 

Psalm 81: 1–4                                                                William Byrd 1543–1623  

(Gentleman-in-Ordinary, H M Chapels Royal) 

 
Communion Hymn 

O God of love, O King of peace, 
Make wars throughout the world to cease; 

The wrath of sinful men restrain, 
Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

Remember, Lord, thy works of old, 
The wonders that our fathers told; 
Remember not our sin’s dark stain, 

Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

Whom shall we trust but thee, O Lord? 
Where rest but on thy faithful Word? 

None ever called on thee in vain, 
Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

Where saints and angels dwell above, 
All hearts are knit in holy love; 

O bind us in that heavenly chain! 
Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

 
Prayers after Communion 
 
Please kneel or sit 
 
Priest O merciful God, who didst give such grace to thy servant  

Saint Botolph that he served thee with singleness of heart  
and loved thee above all things: help us, whose communion 
with thee has been renewed in this sacrament, to forsake all 
that holds us back from following Christ and to grow into his 

likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All Amen. 
 



All  Father of all, we give thee thanks and praise, that when we 
were still far off thou didst meet us in thy Son and brought 

us home. Dying and living, he declared thy love, gave us 
grace, and opened the gate of glory. May we who share 
Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring 
life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the 
world. Keep us firm in the hope that thou hast set before us; 
so we and all thy children shall be free, and the whole earth 
live to praise thy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Please stand 
 

The Blessing and Dismissal 

Priest The Lord be with you 
All and with thy spirit. 

Priest God give you grace to follow his saints in faith and hope and 
steadfastness; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father,  
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 
you always.  

All Amen. 

Priest Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Please remain standing 
 

Closing Hymn  

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 
Urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

Sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 
Speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
Teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: 
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise. 

Lord, for our land in this our generation, 
Spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 

For young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 

Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt him, 
Loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain, 
Hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him: 

Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 



Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us - 
Self on the cross and Christ upon the throne, 

Past put behind us, for the future take us: 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

 
Please remain standing as the clergy and Choir depart 
 
Organ music:  
Marche triomphale ‘Nun danket alle Gott’—Sigfrid Karg-Elert 1877-1933 

 
All are warmly invited to join us for refreshments  

including a special St Botolph cake 

 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES & NOTICES 

Church opening and service times 

In line with current guidance, the church remains open for public 
worship and private prayer, continuing to maintain God’s physical 

presence in the City of London. We are delighted that we have now 
been able to return to our full opening hours of 7.30 am to 5.30 pm 

Monday to Friday. We maintain the existing pattern of three lunchtime 

services per week: Choral Mass with sermon on Wednesdays  
at 1.10 pm, and said Masses on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1.10 pm. 
All services can be attended either in church or via livestream on our 

YouTube channel (accessible from the church website 
www.botolph.org.uk).  

Tomorrow, Thursday 16 June: Mass at 1.10 pm 

Next Tuesday, 21 June: Mass at 1.10 pm 

Next Wednesday, 22 June:  

We welcome the Worshipful Company of Leathersellers 
for their Election Day Service at 12.00 noon 

Choral Mass at 1.10 pm  

Mass in C Führer; O sacrum convivium Lallouette;  
Concerto in B flat Handel 

Next Thursday, 23 June: Mass at 1.10 pm  

 
LOOKING AHEAD – A DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES 

Thursday 15 Dec at 1.10pm – our popular annual Parish Carol 

Service with St Botolph’s Choir and the Choir of the Coopers’ Company 
and Coborn School, followed by seasonal refreshments.  

Details of all services and events on our website www.botolph.org.uk 

http://www.botolph.org.uk/


The Good Coffee Kiosk is open 

Please consider supporting St Botolph’s by buying your hot 

drinks from the Bishopsgate entrance of the church: all 
the drinks are Fairtrade, and our barista José will give you 

a warm welcome and a loyalty card! Opening hours 
Monday to Friday 7.00 am-2.00 pm. 

 
Monthly newsletter 

Our newsletter is now circulated monthly by email. If we don’t have 
your contact details, and you would like to receive the newsletter, do let 
us know either by completing the subscription form on the website or 

by emailing the Administrator at church@botolph.org.uk. 
 

Can you help us financially? 

Our regular income continues to take a hit during the ongoing pandemic, 
with a reduction in our normal income streams including Hall and Court 
hire and, although we are now able to take up collections in services 
again, these and alms box donations remain depressed as there are 
fewer people working in and visiting the City of London. If you are in a 
position to give St Botolph’s any financial support at this time, perhaps 

you might consider giving by standing order or direct debit, or a one-off 
donation? The Administrator can help with any queries 
(church@botolph.org.uk). 

 

• Cash donations (outside service times) may be  
placed in the alms boxes, or handed to a member of 
staff at any time. If you are a UK taxpayer please 
complete a Gift Aid envelope so we can claim back 
a further 25% from HMRC. 

• Card/contactless donations can be made at any 
time via the device on the table at the back of 
church, or this QR code, and can be Gift Aided. 

• Credit card donations can be made via the link 
on our website, and can be Gift Aided. 

 
 

 
 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England,  

material from which is included in this service,  

is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council (2000).  

 

Readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 

 

mailto:church@botolph.org.uk
mailto:church@botolph.org.uk


WHO WAS ST BOTOLPH? 
 

St Botolph was one of the earliest and 
most revered of East Anglian Saints, and 
became known as the patron saint of 
wayfarers. 

Botolph and his brother Adolph were 
young Saxon nobles living in the 7th 
century, and were sent for their education 
to a Benedictine Abbey in France. Adolph 
rose to be a Dutch Bishop, whilst Botolph 

came back to his native East Anglia. He 
was given, by King Anna, a grant of land 
on which to build a monastery. This land 
was at Icanhoh, a site that has been said 
to be the present Boston in Lincolnshire 
but is more likely to have been Iken, near 
Aldeburgh in Suffolk. Certainly Icanhoh 
was in a marshland area, for Botolph was 
said to have expelled the swamps of their 

‘Devils’—in fact, he probably had the marshes drained and eliminated the 

‘marsh gas’ with its night glow. 

Abbot Ceolfrith, of the Christian community at Wearmouth, visited  
St Botolph in 670AD, thus establishing a valuable link between the two 
communities. Ten years later, at his beloved Icanhoh, St Botolph died 
after a long life of Christian endeavour and teaching. The monastery 
lived on for two centuries more but in 870AD was destroyed by Danish 
invaders. These same Danes, however, later became Christians and 
thus took the beliefs of St Botolph back to Denmark with them. 

King Edgar (963–967AD) ordered that the remains of the saint be taken 

from the monastery ruins, and be divided into three parts: the head to 
be taken to Ely, the middle to be taken to Thorney, and the remainder 
to be taken to Westminster Abbey. The relics were brought to London 
through various towns and eventually through the four City gates, 
Aldersgate, Bishopsgate, Aldgate and Billingsgate. The churches at the 
entrance to these gates were named after him. The first three remain, 
but the one at Billingsgate was destroyed in the Great Fire and never 
rebuilt. It seems that as his relics were conveyed from place to place, 
his name became associated with wayfarers and travellers. Around 70 

churches are named after him. Though St Botolph has no place in the 
Prayer Book Calendar, his feast day is 17 June.  

Icon of Saint Botolph (copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, Mass., 

 and used by permission) 


